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There's a Dragon for Every Season

Every man will face dragons. Not once. Not twice. But in every
season of his life. The boy faces one kind, the young man
another. The grown man must fight new beasts, and the
statesman confronts his own. These dragons are not random.
They are tests. Pass the test, and you grow stronger. Fail the
test, and the dragon grows stronger.

This is the journey of manhood: from boy to statesman, from
first battle to final breath. Each season comes with its own
enemies. Each enemy must be slain. And in the end, every
man must answer one defining question: Will | rise and kill my
dragons, or will | feed them until they kill me?

God works generationally and seasonally. He raises up men
for their moment, and He gives each season its own set of
commands, opportunities, and responsibilities. But Satan also
works generationally and seasonally. His strategy is ruthless:
cripple a man in one stage, so he never reaches the next. Take
out a generation of men, and you take out families, churches,
and nations.

That's why every season of life brings with it dragons. Some
are unique to your story—your weaknesses, your wounds, your
temptations. Others are universal—-foes that every man must
face. You don't get to choose whether they come. You only
choose what to do when they appear. Kill them, or coddle
them. Slay them, or feed them. Put them down, or become
them.

Every Dragon is a Test

By God's grace—and the influence of my father’s mentoring,
my mother’s love, the brotherhood of strong men, prayer, and
discipline—I have sought to kill the dragon of each season. Not



perfectly. But faithfully. As far as | know, no dragon still lurks
within the reach of my sword.

Yet every time one falls, another emerges. For a while, |
wondered if | was doing something wrong. Then | realized:
this is how it works. Every dragon is a rite of passage. Every
test, when passed, builds the strength to face the next.

Here's the hard truth: if you fail your test, the dragon doesn't
go away. It grows stronger. And worse, it follows you into the
next season. Failures don't vanish; they stack. That's why some
men feel surrounded, overwhelmed, and crushed. They're not
imagining it. They've carried forward the dragons they refused
to slay, and now those dragons are bigger, darker, and many.

But if you pass the test, you are forged into strength. Every
dragon slain becomes a step of maturity, a rite of passage, a
scar that proves you can face more. By God’s grace, every man
has the chance to grow from boy to young man, from young
man to grown man, from grown man to seasoned statesman.
And if he finishes strong, he reaches the summit—Mount
Legacy.

The seasons of life can be framed like this: Boys (up to 18),
Young Men (18-25) Maturing Men (25-45) Grown Men (45-65),
and Statesmen (65-90). If you finish strong, you reach the
summit—Mount Legacy.

The climb, however, is dangerous. At the bottom of the
mountain, a stumble may scrape your knee. Near the top, a
single misstep means a three-thousand-foot drop into ruin.
The higher you go, the greater the stakes.

We've all seen it. Another respected leader falls. A man with
influence, giftedness, and trust built over decades—gone in a
moment of weakness. Ask yourself: would it have been more
effective for Satan to take him out thirty years ago when no
one knew his name, or today, when he stands as a standard of



leadership and faith? The answer is obvious. The longer you
go, the higher the cost of failure.

That's why every dragon matters. Every one. If you don't kill
them as they come, you are not holding ground-you are
losing it. The dragons you ignore don't disappear. They walk
beside you, growing stronger, biding their time. And when the
moment of maximum devastation arrives, they will turn and
devour you.

This book is about naming those dragons in each season of a
man'’s life—and then learning how to kill them. From boyhood
to legacy, the call is the same: Slay your dragons. Or they will
slay you.

Slay Your Dragon: Stubbornness
Boys ages 0-18

Boys, ages 0 to 18—your first dragon is the dragon of
stubbornness. You were made strong. That strength is good,
but the dark side of it is a stiff-necked stubbornness. If you
don't slay it early, it will cling to you your entire life. It will
poison your relationships, sabotage your progress, and leave
a trail of destruction in every season you enter.

You must kill this dragon now. Submit to your mom. Submit to
your dad. Learn obedience before it's too late. Proverbs 21
warns: “He who is often reproved, yet stiffens his neck, will
suddenly be broken beyond healing.” That's not talking about
someone else—it's talking about boys just like you.
Stubbornness can lead to a breaking point that mercy will not
reverse. Do not presume on grace. Kill this dragon while you
are young.

Yes, there are caveats. If your father is wicked or your mother
ungodly, you are not bound to follow them into sin. You
submit to God above all. But for most of you, your test is



simple: learn to submit to authority. Submit to your parents.
Submit to your coaches, teachers, mentors. Resist the lies of a
culture that disciples you into rebellion, telling you to "be

s

whoever you want,” “define yourself,” “stake your own claim.”
That is stubborn pride disguised as self-expression. It is

destruction dressed up as freedom.

A stubborn man is a destructive man. Proverbs 12:15 says, “"A
fool considers his own way right.” That describes the two-year-
old who thinks he knows best. That's why parents must
discipline a child until his will bends. The spirit remains strong,
but the stubborn will must break. That is not oppressive
parenting—it is love. If left unchecked, stubbornness at age
two will resurface at three, five, fifteen, and by seventeen, the
boy will be a terror. Don't call it the “terrible twos.” It's the
opportunity twos. This is your chance to take that raw,
dangerous strength God placed in your son and shape it so
that when he becomes a man, his strength will not destroy
him.

The wise man listens to counsel. The fool digs in his heels.
Boys—if you want to be men of wisdom, you must learn now to
heed advice and humble yourself. That is how you slay the
dragon of stubbornness.

Here’'s Dragon Number Two

Your second dragon is self-indulgence. And I'm giving you
two dragons because you can handle it—and because if you
don’t conquer these two, you will drag them into every season
of your life.

Self-indulgence is the reflex to give in, to take what feels good
now at the expense of what is best later. It is the absence of
self-control. This dragon must die while you are still a boy.
Learn the blessing of delayed gratification—not only in
sexuality, though that is crucial, but in every area of life. A child



demands, “l want it now.” A man learns to say, "l will wait. | will
master myself. | will aim for what lasts.” There is no maturity
without self-control.

John warns us: “Do not love the world or the things in the
world. For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust
of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not from the Father.” Boys,
this is your dragon because this is your battlefield. While you
are still in your parents’ home, the world is coming for you.
Through your phone, your music, your entertainment, your
social media feeds—every one of them is whispering, “Indulge.
Satisfy yourself now. Take it. You deserve it.”

At twelve, thirteen, fourteen, your masculinity awakens. Your
body changes. Your desires intensify. Voices call to you—voices
of temptation, voices of rebellion, voices of lust. You must
learn to discern which voice to obey. If you become a boy of
indulgence, you will grow into a man of destruction.

This is not a battle you wait until manhood to fight. This is the
young man'’s battle. Paul himself said, “I discipline my body
and bring it into subjection, lest after preaching to others |
myself should be disqualified.” If the Apostle Paul needed
discipline, so do you. And the earlier you learn it, the stronger
you become. Skip this stage, and the grooves of indulgence
cut so deep in your soul that only a miracle will set you free.

You must get control of your impulses now. Resolve what you

will and will not look at. Decide who you will and will not listen
to. Make commitments about your eyes, your ears, your heart,
your hands. If you fail here, you carve a habit of indulgence so
deep it will follow you into every season.

Galatians says: “Walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the
desires of the flesh.” This is not a verse for grown men only.
This is for you—at eight, at ten, at twelve, at fourteen. Either
you learn it now, or you carry failure forward into manhood,



where indulgence will cripple you and make you worthless as
a dragon slayer. Refuse to kill this dragon, and you will not
only fail to fight—you will become the dragon yourself.

Young men, | want you to be seen. | want you to know that we
love you, we honor you, and we are in the fight with you. None
of us has lived perfectly, but Jesus is perfect. He is sure. He is
trustworthy. And because He is faithful, you can get a fire in
your bones and rise up.

Do not wait for your dad to take the lead—push him to lead.
Do not wait for the government to solve your problems—step
up and take responsibility. Do not wait for the generation
above you to figure it out—start figuring it out yourself. We
need you in the game now.

The future of families, churches, and nations rests on whether
you step into the fight. You cannot sit back in passivity. You
cannot hope someone else carries the weight that is yours to
bear. This is your call: reject apathy, reject delay, and step into
the battle.

We need you strong. We need you courageous. We need you
faithful. And we need you now.

Slay Your Dragon: Slothfulness
Young Men ages 18-25

Here's your dragon, young men: slothfulness. Laziness. The
refusal to work hard, sweat, and build. And if you don't kill it, it
will kill you.

Too many are about to waste four years and thousands of
dollars at the world’s most expensive gym membership—
college—only to come back broke, untrained, and unprepared.
We have state-sponsored universities training millions of
young men in lawlessness, soft rebellion, and aimless



existence. Proverbs 10:4 says it plain: "A slack hand causes
poverty, but the hand of the diligent makes rich.”

Right now, you could make decisions with your time, your
energy, your money—what little you have—that will set you up
to be financially free and spiritually strong in 20 years. But
most boys burn through that opportunity, distracted by ESPN
highlights, endless scrolling, and the cheap dopamine of their
phones. This is how you waste the season meant for building
strength.

If you want to cut a new path, you must unplug from the matrix
designed to dumb you down and train you for factory work—
nine to five, wait for the bell, go home, repeat. Stronger men
break free. They learn to innovate, to think, to create, to carry
weight. If you do not learn to work, you will become one of
the weak, lazy men voting for someone else to pay your way
the rest of the ride. That's not strength—that’s slavery. And yes,
there are political parties counting on you to stay weak, sofft,
and entitled, so they can tax the diligent to fund your laziness.
I'm not interested in carrying that dead weight. And neither
should you be.

Life is not fair, and the deck is often stacked. But that's no
excuse. Strong men lean into the wind. They push against the
tide. They turn against the current. Almost none of your peers
will cheer you on. They'll tell you to slow down, hit the brakes,
take it easy. Ignore them. Pull out your sword and drive it
through the throat of sloth.

Colossians 3:23 says, "Whatever you do, work heartily, as for
the Lord and not for men.” Work hard, not because a boss is
watching, but because God is. Learn early the joy of a good
sweat, of carrying responsibility, of picking up more weight
than you think you can handle. One young man asked me
recently, "How can | become stronger in this season?” My
answer was simple: say yes to as many good responsibilities



as you possibly can. Carry as much weight as you can. You are
young. You have energy. You are free from family
responsibilities. This is your training ground. Don't waste it on
balance, self-care slogans, or chasing comfort. Spend yourself
dry.

If you live like this, you will become the rare 1%—the kind of
man even broken, woke corporations will want on their team,
because when the dust settles, results still matter. They may
love their ideology, but they hate the weakness it produces.
Men who can think, build, and sweat will always rise to the top.

Paul wrote in 2 Thessalonians 3:10, “If anyone is not willing to
work, let him not eat.” That's Bible. Not suggestion. Command.
Parents would do their sons a massive favor by taking it
seriously. Don't subsidize laziness. Don't let a young man live
in your basement for free, scrolling on his phone while you
pay his bills. Cut him off. Make him sweat. That's love.

Strong men figure it out. I've never written a résumé. | haven't
worked for another man in two decades. I've built, rebuilt, lost,
and built again. | will provide for my family. | will answer the
call. I will work with purpose because that's what men do.

Young men—the temptation of ease will call to you like sirens.
Do not listen. The easy path always ends in regret. The steep
path of hard work is where real joy is found. Kill the dragon of
sloth, and you'll never regret it.

Get Married

In this season, young man, you need to get married. Yes—
married. If you pass through this window of life and remain
single without a plan, you should be deeply concerned. That
may sound offensive, but I'm not trying to shame you—I'm
trying to light a fire under you. You must pursue, commit, and
lock this down. Do not waste your best years drifting through
college, chasing endless options, or trying to “find yourself.”



Get married, and watch how quickly you'll be motivated to
figure out your career and take responsibility.

Our culture has it backward: go to school, get the degree,
land the job, buy the house, “discover who you are,” and only
then—when it's convenient—look for a wife. Newsflash: by then,
most of the godly, strong, faithful women will already be gone.
You must get your priorities straight. Find the girl. Commit.
Build together. That is how men have always been forged.

Yes, it's uncomfortable to hear this. Good. Discomfort is the
point. If you don't have a girlfriend right now, don't sulk—go
find a godly woman. Step up, pursue her, and move forward.
The truth is, there are too many single women longing for
strong, courageous men willing to lead, and too many men
wasting time. This is not about casual dating. This is about
marriage—the covenant foundation on which legacy is built.

We live in strange days. Young men and women are sleeping
together without covenant, but refusing to marry. The result is
chaos: homes broken, children abandoned, families
collapsing, society in decline. The statistics don't lie—we are
experiencing a rapid cultural freefall. And the church is not
immune.

Here's why urgency matters. Men and women are not the
same, biologically or socially. A man’s “stock” often increases
with age—he finally gets stable work, maybe buys a house,
picks up some gray hair, and culture calls him attractive. But a
woman'’s market value in our society peaks young, usually
between 18 and 24. That may sound mercenary, but it's not
opinion—it’s sociological fact. Culture has tried to suppress
and distort the natural rhythms of female sexuality and fertility
with the pill and abortion, but women are not better off
because of it. They are robbed. Meanwhile, men drift, delay,
and waste years.



The dragon of delay whispers, “There’s no rush. You've got
time. Work on yourself first. Marriage will come later.” Kill that
lie. There is no later. The time is now.

My Prayer for You

Father in heaven, | lift up these young men to You. May they
rise each morning and seek You first. Then, Lord, may they
seek a wife quickly and pursue her with courage. Bring them
the woman You have set apart for them. Unite their hearts, and
grant them the privilege and weight of caring for one of Your
precious daughters.

Bless them with children, that they might experience the joy of
joining You in the creation of new life, and the sobering
responsibility of raising future dragon-slayers and daughters
of the King. Give these men the strength to shoulder that
weight early, to carry it with grit and gladness, and to learn the
discipline of responsibility while they are still young.

Where addictions have ensnared them, break chains. Where
apathy has weakened them, give resolve. Place new swords in
their hands so they can kill old dragons today and step into a
new path. Strengthen them, Lord. Fill them with Your Spirit.
Make them men who live unashamed, disciplined, and
dangerous for the kingdom.

In Jesus’ name—Amen.

Slay Your Dragon: Selfishness
Men ages 25 to 45

Marriage is often the first strike against it. You thought you
weren't selfish, then you got married and suddenly realized
how self-centered you could be. Then came kids, and the



revelation went deeper. One child shows you your selfishness.
Two, three, or four expose it completely. God will use the
weight of responsibility to show you the dragon hiding inside
your heart.

This is why delaying marriage and family is so dangerous. A
man who avoids responsibility will think he has life figured out
when in reality he is a selfish clown. It is only through
responsibility—serving a wife, raising children, leading a
household-that the scales fall from your eyes and the dragon
of selfishness is revealed. The path forward is simple: take on
as much responsibility as possible. The only way to slay this
dragon is through self-sacrifice.

In this season, your battle cry must be: "l will serve my wife. |
will serve my children. | will lay down my personal ambitions
to get it right at home.” Some ambitions may have to wait, and
that is no loss. There is no greater work than partnering with
Christ to shape the next generation. Your career may glitter
with opportunities, but if you sacrifice your children for a
promotion, you've made a devil’s bargain.

James 3 warns us: “"Where jealousy and selfish ambition exist,
there will be disorder and every vile practice.” A selfish man
brings disorder into his home. A selfish father raises broken
children. Paul echoes the warning in 2 Timothy: “Mark this: in
the last days, people will be lovers of themselves, lovers of
money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient, ungrateful,
unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-
control, brutal, treacherous, conceited, lovers of pleasure
rather than lovers of God. Have nothing to do with them.”

Selfish men are liabilities in the kingdom of God. The dragon
of selfishness must be killed.

Philippians 2 gives the weapon: “Do nothing out of selfish
ambition or vain conceit, but in humility count others more



significant than yourselves. Look not only to your own
interests, but also to the interests of others.” In this season of
life, nothing will tempt you more than selfish ambition—
chasing career, wealth, personal comfort, even insulating your
family in a bubble of self-interest. But God calls you to
something higher.

Your family was never meant to be a bunker. It was meant to
be an ark. A vessel strong enough to endure the flood of
cultural collapse and carry a remnant of life forward. The rain
has already started to fall. The waters are rising. And if men do
not rise up to build arks of faith, community, and legacy, there
will be no dry ground left for our children to stand on.

That requires sacrifice. It requires vision. It requires building
now what your family and your church will need later. Pulling
back in selfish retreat is not an option.

Men, the dragon of selfishness is real, and it prowls this
season of your life. The only way to slay it is with the sword of
self-sacrifice.

Grown men, this is your call: step into sacrificial strength. The
dragon of selfishness must die. And the only way to slay it is
by wielding the sword of self-sacrifice with courage and
conviction.

Your home must be in order. Your wife must thrive under your
leadership. Your children must flourish under your care. This is
not optional—it is the essence of manhood. As long as it
depends on you, there should never be a day when your
household is in chaos while you chase personal ambition. Too
many men are willing to let their families starve emotionally
and spiritually while they feast on career, hobbies, or
accolades. Stronger men refuse that lie.

You must leverage everything—your wealth, your time, your
profession, your business, your skills, your experience, and



your family—for the Kingdom of God. This may mean
repenting today. It may mean laying down dreams that only
serve you. It may mean carrying more weight than feels fair.
But this is the burden of grown men: to carry what others
cannot, so that those entrusted to you can thrive.

The world whispers, “Live for yourself. Put your needs first.
Don't sacrifice your goals for your family.” That is the voice of
the dragon. Do not listen. The truth is this: there is no greater
calling than to ensure that your wife thrives, your home stands
firm, and your children are equipped for the battles ahead.
That is legacy. That is strength. That is manhood.

Step into your call. Live as a self-sacrificing man. Let your
household flourish under your leadership. That is how you kill
the dragon of selfishness and build something that lasts.

My Prayer for You

Father in heaven, strengthen these men. Give them steel in
their spine and swords in their hands. Teach them to slay the
dragons of selfishness, sloth, and indulgence. Give them
vision to see how their time, their wealth, their strength, and
their families can be leveraged for Your kingdom.

Make their homes ordered, their wives thriving, their children
flourishing. Forge them into men who sacrifice rather than
consume, who build rather than retreat, who stand when
others fall. Fill them with Your Spirit so they rise, fight, and
finish strong.

In Jesus’ name—Amen.

Slay Your Dragon: Success



Men ages 45 to 65

Most Christian teaching focuses on suffering, trials, and failure.
But what happens if you succeed? Few ever talk about that.
The truth is, success can be more dangerous than failure,
because it gives you more resources to feed the dragons you
never killed when you were younger. If you failed to slay
stubbornness, self-indulgence, sloth, or selfishness, now
success simply multiplies their power.

In past generations, wealth was largely concentrated among
older men. Today, with the rise of technology and the strange
economy we've been in, wealth can come younger than ever.
A 25-year-old can be a billionaire for inventing a platform
where people post selfies. I've spoken with men in their 30s
and 40s who are already bored, standing at the top of their
career hill wondering, “Now what?” Success without purpose
always leads to emptiness.

That's why this season requires you to slay the dragon of
success. The question is not, “Can you build wealth?” The
question is, “What will you do with it?”

Deuteronomy 8 warns us: “When you have eaten and are
satisfied, when you build fine houses and your silver and gold
increase, then your heart will become proud, and you will
forget the Lord your God. You may say to yourself, 'My power
and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for
me. But remember the Lord your God, for it is He who gives
you the ability to produce wealth.”

Do not fall for the lie of the “self-made man.” There is no such
thing. God gave you the breath in your lungs, the strength in
your body, the sharpness of your mind, the drive in your spirit.
Every opportunity, every connection, every open door has
been a gift of His grace. Success is not proof of your greatness
—it is proof of His generosity.



So how do you slay this dragon? With gratitude and
generosity. Gratitude that acknowledges the Source.
Generosity that puts wealth to work for something greater
than yourself. You find a vision worth building, a community
worth strengthening, a mission worth funding—and you invest.
You take your success and you lay it back down before God as
a living sacrifice.

The danger of success is pride. The weapon against it is
stewardship. The seasoned man must declare: “Lord, all | have
is Yours. Use it as You will.” That is how you kill the dragon of
success.

My Prayer For You

Father in heaven, we give thanks for this season of manhood.
We are grateful for the dragons these men have slain, for the
battles they have fought, and for the scars that prove their
faithfulness. Thank You for the wisdom they carry, earned
through years of struggle and endurance.

We honor those who entered the fight early and have stayed
in the game, and we honor those who joined the battle later
yet now pour their hearts and souls into it. Strengthen them,
Lord. Give them fresh vision. Let them see that this is not the
end but the beginning of a new assignment. Never before
have they had more resources, more time, more knowledge,
and more opportunity to leverage for Your kingdom.

Give these men dreams for how to spend their remaining days
for Your glory. Help them make war in a chaotic culture.
Strengthen the seasoned men. Silence the lie of the enemy
that says their work is finished or that they are no longer
needed. We need them now more than ever.

Fill them with Your Spirit. Make them Your men.
In Jesus’ name—Amen.



Slay Your Dragon: Shame
For men ages 65-90

In this season, many men begin to look back on their lives. If
they have not walked closely with Jesus, they often see the
wreckage left behind—broken relationships, missed
opportunities, wasted years, and sins that bear bitter fruit.
Regret begins to pile up, and shame settles like a heavy chain
around the neck. This is why some men withdraw. This is why
some check out, punch out, or even throw themselves out of
buildings. The weight of shame, condemnation, and guilt
becomes unbearable.

But here is the truth you must cling to: “There is therefore now
no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” (Romans
8:1) That verse is not for someone else—it's for you. The enemy
whispers, “It's too late. You've wasted your life. You've blown it
beyond repair.” That is a lie from the pit of hell. The Word of
God declares that in Christ, shame is broken and
condemnation is gone.

God promises in Joel 2:25, “I will restore the years the locusts
have eaten.” He connects restoration with the removal of
shame: “Never again will my people be put to shame.” This
means that even if your fields have been stripped bare, God
can cause new harvest to grow. Even if decades feel lost, He
can redeem them. Even if shame has stalked you for years, He
can silence it forever.

Yes, some of you have had locusts eat your fields. Some of you
carry scars of divorce, addiction, moral failure, or wasted
potential. But brother, hear this: in Christ, your story is not
over. Repent humbly. Turn clearly to the Father. Begin the
work of repentance and forgiveness in your family. You will be
amazed at what God can rebuild, even late in life.



The dragon of shame wants to keep you paralyzed, chained to
the past, and sidelined from the battle. Do not let it. The
statesman’s call is not to wallow in regret but to rise up,
restored, and fight with what years remain. You are not
finished. You are not worthless. You are needed now more
than ever.

Slay the dragon of shame with the truth of the gospel. Step
forward, unashamed, into the legacy God is still writing
through your life.

My Prayer for You

Father in heaven, strengthen these statesmen. Give them
vision in this final chapter for how to spend their days. Let
them be men who die with their boots on—-men who hand a
whole generation behind them a living picture of what it looks
like to run hard through the tape and collapse into eternity
with joy.

Grant them courage to live with fire in their bones. Where
there has been failure, grant true repentance and forgiveness.
Where shame whispers lies, silence its voice. Place in their
hands the sword of Your Spirit to slay the dragon of shame
once and for all.

Make them men who finish not in retreat but in advance. Men
who slide into the home plate of heaven battered and
bruised, yet grinning ear to ear, knowing they spent
themselves fully for the cause of Christ.

Let them stand not in their own strength, but in the power of
the blood of Jesus and the authority He purchased for them.
Rebuke the enemy who seeks to cripple them with regret, and
replace it with vision to run hard until the end.



In Jesus’ name—Amen.



