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INTRODUCTION

MY WAKE UP CALL




INTRODUCTION

I'll never forget it. The night that changed my life and led to the journey that
became this book.

| was in my bedroom, stripped down to my underwear, exhausted from a day
of slaying dragons. | had just pulled the covers back and was getting ready to
fall into a deep coma in my soft bed when | heard it.

A strange man’s voice, just down the hall.

The thought slowly formulated in my pre-sleep state and then suddenly
penetrated my foggy brain like a lightning bolt.

There was an intruder in the house.

My brain raced to find a logical explanation for why a grown man would

be in the living portion of my home at 11:45pm, and the only answer that
kept coming back was “Nefarious intentions. Red alert. You have a situation
unfolding, and you're in your underwear.”

Though my tactical gear was less than, shall we say, fortified, | had a job to
do. This was my house. This was my family. The safety of our sanctuary had
been breached. Was he armed? Did he already have a kid? How did he get
in without me hearing him?

Questions crashed at me with no clear answers. Where was Sharon? She
had gone out to the kitchen for a drink of water. Why hadn’t she called out?
Was she already hurt? The whole confusing experience was happening in
nanoseconds.

| paused to see if maybe | had misheard. Then, clear as day, there it was
again. A man’s voice, a stranger’s voice, moving down the hall.

Whatever questions remained unanswered, | was clear on one thing...|
wouldn’t get any answers standing there. | had to move to the threat, make a
rapid assessment, and do whatever it took to neutralize it.

Strange dudes in your bedroom hallway moving towards the bedroom of
your children will wake you up, and fast.

| raced around the end of the bed, moving swiftly but quietly..This man had
taken the initiative to enter my house. | hoped to take the initiative back with
the element of surprise.

My heart racing, my fist clenched, | went around the corner like a man on a
mission, unsure of what | would face, but ready to rumble.

That’s when | froze in my tracks.
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There in the hallways stood my son, Levi, his mother standing next to him.
They both looked at me with a strange look. | was standing in my underwear
half crouched with my fist clenched, like a superhero who forgot to get
dressed. “Everything ok, babe?” Sharon asked with an eye-brow raised.

“Who was just out here?” | demanded. “Nobody,” she said, “just Levi and I.”

She could tell  wasn’t buying it. “Did you hear a man talking out here? | heard
a man’s voice talking out here” as | pushed past her to do a sweep of the
house.

“No sweetheart, it was just Levi and I

Then, picking up on what had happened to me before | did, she locked eyes
with me and said again in that knowing wife voice, “Honey, it was Levi.”

My bewildered and somewhat unbelieving internal shock must have
registered in my expression, because a knowing smile came across her face
as she tilted her head and raised an eyebrow. A look that said, “You haven’t
noticed? He’s becoming a man.”

I looked from my wife to Levi, then back to Sharon, processing what she had
just said. My first born son. My little boy. | had just mistaken his voice for a
grown man. There he stood, next to his mom. Actually, taller than his mom.
Standing in the hallway with his shirt off, those youthful muscles rippling, for
the first time | saw him in a new light. My disbelief was entertaining my wife.
“Maybe you missed it..the boy’s growing up.”

Missed it | had. Before my very eyes, The Boy was becoming a man.
Nothing about him was a boy anymore. Not his size. Not his intellect. Not his
emotional capacity. He wasn't a little boy anymore. He was becoming a man.

| had just mistaken the voice of my little boy for a grown man. Game changer.
That was the night that | woke up. My son is becoming a man.

But what is a man? And what was my role in helping him become whatever
that was? Was he ready? Would he become something | was proud of? How
was | helping him get to wherever he needed to go? What could Levi look
back and point to and say, “these are the specific ways my dad helped me
become a man..”

But where could | turn? Where could | go? Where could | get answers to how
to help my son truly become a man.

I lay in bed that night unsettled. Whoa whoa whoa, this is happening way too
fast. | was supposed to have more time...to read books, to figure it all out.
What in the world do | do now? Was | behind? Was he asking questions |
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wasn’t answering? Was he ready for things | hadn’t challenged him with? Was
he bored with my leadership and moving on to others for help?

| felt a few things very clearly...it wasn't his job to get me in gear. It wasn't his
job to build the path. And it wasn't his job to define manhood. Those were
my jobs. That was my role. A sacred role. A privileged role. To walk a young
boy off the beach of boyhood and into the mountains of manhood, on the
sacred paths that marked the way of man.

That’s right. It was my job. And doggonit, | was up for the task. The bell was
ringing, and | was going to answer it.

That night in the hallway where my underwear self met my man-child son
changed my life. It put me on a path that resulted in the tool you’re holding in
your hand.

Dads, our sons were made to kill dragons. It's our job to equip them for the
fight. Our sons were made to win the heart of a girl. It's our job to make him
worthy of her affection and trust.

They were made to love their fellow man: it’s our job to give them a vision for
doing good in the world God made.

They were made to walk in the calling of God. It’s our job to lead him into that
equipped and ready to answer God’s call.

It's our job to shape them in depth of character that they might learn how to
harness the God-given strength of their masculinity and then use it to make
good battle with their lives, in the service of God and others (a higher purpose).

That is what our sons were made for. And that is what this book will help you
do.

The world is broken today because, among other things, we have little boys
running around in grown men’s bodies. Let's change that. Let’s raise some
men.
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YOU NEED A PLAN
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If you’re holding this book, I'm guessing you're a dad of sons. Holy smokes.
What a terrifying privilege.

I’'m also guessing you’re wondering what the heck your next move is. At least
that’'s what | was wondering when my son grew 12” overnight and | had to
cancel our usual pre-bedtime wrestling matches because he was starting to
hurt me.

It's my hope that this Field Guide will spark your imagination for building a
personalized rite of passage for your son as a means of helping him become
a man.

But a few words on what this book is not.

It is not comprehensive. Many things have been left out for the sake of space
and time. It is my hope that in narrowing its focus and concentrating its
purpose | can increase its helpfulness. Which also means you'll need lots of
other supplementary resources (I include a great starter-list at the end).

It is not the best. I'm sure there are better resources out there. There has to
be. This is a big world and | am a small dude. But try as | might, | could not
find a resource that put things in simple terms on the bottom shelf | could
immediately grab and apply. So this is my attempt to put in one place what |
wish | had. But I'm also making this up on the fly. So, grain of salt, fellas.

It is not the end-all. There is much more that goes into becoming a Stronger
Man. What | leave untouched does not mean it'’s not important. Many others
have written much better resources on things and topics | am ill-equipped to
tackle. So rather than read my hack interpretations, you should just go to the
source-material itself.

It won't do anything for you. What | mean is...owning this book or having it by
your bed won’t help your boy become a man any more than owning a BBQ
automatically makes you a master griller. At the end of the day, You've still got
to show up and deliver. All  want to do is set you off down the trail, but you'll
have to actually hike it. How’s that for confusing metaphors? A hiking master
griller.

Anyways, the point I'm not making very well is that reading this book won't
walk your son into stronger manhood. For that he needs you. This book is my
attempt to help you, motivate you, and equip you to do your job.

All of the above is simply to point out the obvious, that this book is limited
in scope. God didn’t give sons a book to help them become men, he gave
them dads. He gave your son you.

To beat that point into the ground, here’s a short list of things this book won't
do. It won't make you a Stronger Man who disciplines his body, manages his

"
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time, identifies and articulates his priorities, and then has the stones to live
them out..that’s on you.

It won't build a personalized rite of passage journey that fits the unique
temperament, frame, and giftings of your son...that’s on you.

It won’'t model for your son Stronger Manhood in the flesh...like repenting of
sin, apologizing for mistakes, leading with humility around the house, serving
his mother sacrificially so that he sees a picture of servant leadership in
action...that’s on you.

It won’t open his heart to love learning and stay curious for a lifetime. It won’t
cry with him, push him, discipline him, laugh with him, instruct him, shape him,
mold him, motivate him, affirm him.

It won't pray for him, it won’t ask him questions, it won’t pursue him when he
wanders. It won'’t win his respect and keep it; it won't talk to him about girls;
it won't answer his questions about sex and purity and lust and temptation. It
won’t help him know how to nobly pursue a future wife. All of that (and that’s
a lot) is on you. But wait, there’s more!

It won’t win his affection and earn his trust. It won’t encourage him with a
handwritten note. It won’t help him find his first job. It won’t sit down with
him and help him make aggressive goals. It won’t cultivate in him a holy and
noble ambition...that’s 100% on you.

It won’t show him how to catch a fish with his bare hands in a high-meadow
creek, or shoot a clay pigeon out of the sky, or track a bear, or navigate in the
woods, or build a shelter and fire in the rain.

It won’t show him how to shave his chin without cutting his throat, do a
proper push-up, or tie a tie that doesn’t look like Gomer Pile.

It won't pray with him, read the Bible with him, high-five him, hug him, wrestle
with him, look him in the eye and tell him, “Son, | am so glad God gave you to
our family.”

All of that, and a million other things, is on you, dad. That’s your job. That’s
your calling. That’s your sacred duty.

This book is an attempt to light a fire in your belly and give you practical
advice in order to equip you to do all of that, and more, for your son.

The privilege of fatherhood to young boys goes far beyond keeping them
fed, clothed, and making sure to have at least one awkward conversation
about the birds and the bees. It goes beyond helping him hone his sporting
skills so he can be a local legend for a few years and then forgotten.

Yes, wield sports. Yes, leverage coaches. Yes, use the “fields of friendly



PART 11 YOU NEED A PLAN

strife” to build resilience into your young man (and a thousand other lessons
derived from sports). | love sports, yes and amen.

But don’t think in merely doing those things that the lessons will be learned.
Many kids are busy, few are learning. Be intentional, and learn to capture
every ordinary moment as an opportunity to test his character, sharpen his
acumen, teach him a life lesson.

Every failure is an opportunity to learn. Every victory is an opportunity for
humility. Every attitude is a window into the state of his heart. Learn to see
these things, and take advantage of these things, and you'll well be on your
way to being a present, affirming, intentional father.

Let’s be honest. The world isn’t burning down because there are too many
strong men running around. The world is on fire because it’s being ransacked
by self-centered adolescent boys in man-sized bodies. Manhood isn’t the
problem, manhood is the solution. Which is why the world needs you to raise
up your boy to be a man. He'll either be a part of the destruction or a force for
good. He’'ll either be used by the evil one or a threat to the evil one. Yours is
the privilege of partnering with God to help determine that outcome.

Too many boys are growing up today with no responsible man calling them
through a series of carefully thought out and personalized challenges that
push him, test him, forge him. By God’s grace, that will not be your son’s story.
Because he has you.

You are the man, dad. Quite literally. You are the man God intends to walk
your son down that sacred well-traveled and storied road from boyhood to
manhood.

So let the days of thoughtless fathering be done. No more putting up with
your son. No more avoiding your son. No more spoiling your son. No more
letting him flounder and hoping he finds his way. No more letting him make
all the same dumb mistakes you made and chalking it up to “youth” (the
whole point of you making mistakes was to learn from them and pass them
on, so get to it).

No more prioritizing other things above your son. No more looking past him
to that career goal. No more looking at your phone or checking email when
you could be shaping a man to change the world. You have a sacred job.
You’ve been given an arrow to unleash on the world. It’s time to get serious
about aiming him at a target that matters.

As men we were made powerful, aggressive, and slightly rough around the
edges. All of that is design feature, not design flaw. The goal with your son is
not to refine him by suppressing his natural aggression, but rather to teach
him self-discipline and self-mastery so as to control, channel, and use his

13
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aggression for good.

When parenting degrades to suppressing aggression in young boys so as to
make them “nice”, everyone loses.

Respectful, absolutely. Honorable, a must. But nice? Nice is a terrible
parenting goal for the father of a young boy.

Nice guys finish last (no honestly, they do). Nice guys pave roads for tyrants
(P've seen it firsthand). Nice guys become heretics because they lack the
intestinal fortitude to let the Bible stand on its own (it's happening in my town).

Nice guys get pushed over by the bully. Nice guys cave under pressure. Nice
guys don’t have principles they stand for, other than to always be nice.

Nice guys keep the temperature at mediocre. Nice guys are fun for girls to
have coffee with but lame to be married to. Nice guys are fun to hang out
with at parties but lousy to try and build a life with. Nice guys are boring.

Nice guys don’t move the needle. Nice guys don’'t make bad guys nervous.
And nice guys certainly don’t charge the gates of hell and crash them head
on at full speed. Nice guys sit in the back. Nice guys maintain the status quo.
Nice guys don’t make waves or rock the boat. Nice guys take the path of
least resistance.

Are you sick to your stomach yet? Nice guys are the last thing we need.
The world doesn’t need more nice guys. The church doesn’t need more
nice guys. Strong women don’t need more nice guys. So please don't raise
another one. We need men. Real men. Noble men. Stronger Men.

But political correctness and snowflake cancel culture has left no room for
valuing men with the bark on. Those men are berated and shamed into a
neutered sort of nebulous “maleness” that fails to live up to the glory of noble
manhood.

Think of it this way. I've never met a man worth his salt who wasn’t capable
of aggression if needed. Not that they walk around like roaring neanderthals,
but the potential for danger is there. Controlled. Channeled. Bottled.
Disciplined. But there nonetheless.

A Stronger Man is not someone who gives up their power in order to be
refined, but rather a man who controls that power and uses it for good. If
a man isn’t capable of danger, he isn’t capable of good. | get this from the
ultimate man, Jesus Himself (Romans 16:20).

But that kind of manhood is now despised. So we settle for “boys who can
shave” and hope for the best. No wonder our culture is in the toilet. When a
people tell their boys that manhood is a curse, that society commits collective
suicide. We've done it multiple ways.
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We’ve medicated our boys. ADHD is the number-one diagnosis for young
boys in school. But might it be that God did not design eight year olds to
sit for seven hours a day? Medication improperly used can dull the natural
juice and fire God intended men to have. A society of over-medicated and
artificially altered, non-testosterone men will not be healthy or safe for long.

We’ve feminized our boys. Christian schools with all-female staff; penalizing
boys for hitting too hard on the football field; mothers who started wiping
their son’s nose at 2 and are still doing it at 22. When women feminize boys,
men and women lose.

We've distracted our boys with trivialities. Video games allure young men
because they were made to explore, conquer, take risks, discover new lands.
Except now instead of crossing the Rockies in a covered wagon they cross
the living room for more Cheetos between games of Call of Duty.

All of that energy, juice, aggression, and drive..thrown into the rat hole of a
virtual world with no real risk to take, no real battle to fight, no real cost if you
fail, no real girl to win, no real people to serve. It's a demonic counterfeit that
play’s on a young man’s God-given drive and sucks it into a trivial black hole
where he languishes. This is happening to millions of our boys.

We’ve screened our young men to death. They don’'t know how to shake a
hand, look a stranger in the eye, or carry on a conversation. But man, look at
those thumbs go! It’s hard to protect the village and win the girl when you're
busy leveling up in World of Warcraft. Playing the man is not playing a manin
the digital world where nothing actually matters.

We've ruined our boys by celebrating the wrong heroes. Celebrity culture
sets all of the wrong metrics for a boy trying to figure out how to be a man, so
the childish selfishness of the elite gets charted as the course of choice for
the coming generation.

We’ve shamed our boys for being strong. We’ve emasculated our boys with
overbearing moms. We've doomed our boys to a future with no lasting glory.

But this is nothing new. Satan has always made war on man, for in man, he’s
reminded of God. When he looks at your son, he sees the echo, the spark,
the potential of the strength of God, the power of God, the creativity and
sheer glory of God. He hates men because he hates God. So he makes war
on them.

So be it. We're going to punch back. We are not victims, we are fathers. Men
made in God’s image, fitted to fight, built for good battle. And that’s what your
boy needs to know. He was born to slay dragons. It’s your job to prepare him.

Let’s get to work.

15
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What is a rite of passage experience (R.O.P.E.)?

Webster’s Dictionary defines a rite of passage as “a ceremony or
event marking an important stage in someone’s life, especially birth,
puberty, marriage, and death.”

For our purposes here, we are going to expand that definition from an
event to an ongoing process. Here’s the definition I've written:

A challenge or series of challenges designed to create
opportunities for a boy to take responsibility, overcome
aadversity, learn life lessons, and receive affirmation of his
identity as a man so he is (more equipped) ready to step into his
next season of challenges and responsibilities.

Below are a few critical principles to keep in mind when thinking
about how to build a rite of passage for your son.

THE MARKS OF A RIGHT OF PASSAGE

A series of starting lines, not finish lines.

My problem with many rite of passage books and descriptions is that
it makes the rite of passage the finish line rather than a starting line.
Here’s what | mean. The life of a man is never “I've arrived, now it
gets easier”, but rather, “I have arrived, now the work begins.” When

a boy graduates, he gets a job. When he finds a girl, he gets married.
When he gets married, he has kids. Every year he grows older, the
responsibilities start to stack...mortgage, multiple kids, job promotion.
On it goes, and rightfully so. The older a man becomes, the more able
he should be to take more responsibility for more people.

Rite of passages should be designed with the future in mind... / have
taken the next steps to successfully prepare myself for the next
challenge. The best rite of passages are forward in orientation.

Process, not destination.

It's not about one huge event, but a series of events. It's not one big
talk you have, it’s the 100 small talks you have. The process of building
ROPE'’s for your son is not a destination. You won’t go on a 3-day
rafting trip, pull up to the bank at the end of the trip, turn to your boy
and say, “Well son, now you’re a man!” and then walk away.

17
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The goal is rather to invite him into a journey towards noble
manhood. We as men will never fully arrive, but the Stronger
Man is a man who is decisively on the road and pursuing
noble manhood. Which means the win for these ROPE’s is
not so much a destination you arrive at, but a road you put
your son on. A road where setting goals, challenging himself,
testing his limits, surrounding himself with good men, and
pursuing noble manhood is not just a weekend event, but an
ongoing way of life.

Work from, not for, identity.

You affirm your boy’s identity as your beloved son before,
during, and after the rite of passage. This isn’t about him
earning the right to be loved by you. This is him growing
and maturing into a godly, responsible young man. God the
Father affirmed his love for Jesus his son (“This is my son in
whom | am well pleased...”) before Jesus had preached a
sermon or healed a single sick person. The principle holds
true with your son...you want to affirm his identity as your son
before the rite of passage, not after. Otherwise he will equate
earning his man stripes with earning your love.

Never arriving, always growing

| like a series of challenges and rites of passages as opposed
to a single event because it paints a more accurate picture of
manhood. In reality we never fully arrive. I'm 43 and still facing
new challenges that force me to choose...man up or cave

in? Viewing your rite of passage as a series of challenges

will teach your son and prepare your son for real life after he
leaves your home.

THE ARCHITECT OF A RIGHT OF PASSAGE

Dads...YOU are the right of passage...not a weekend, not
an event..you. You are the one the son wants to please, you
are the one your son wants affirmation from, you are the one
who holds the key to his passage into manhood. You are the
only one who can say, “Son, you are a man.”
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If he receives affirmation from you, he won’t need it in other
men. | never understood the locker room guy scene...until

| realized what they were starving for from other men | had
already received from my dad...the blessing of affirmation.
Dad’s...you have within your power the ability to affirm him
into manhood.

A son is looking to YOU for affirmation, love, affection, and
PERMISSION to be a man. The experience is merely an
excuse for you to bestow blessing on him.

THE PURPOSE OF A RIGHT OF PASSAGE

The purpose is to build an identifiable path with measurable
goals that will lead your son out of boyhood and into
manhood. Rite of passages create moments that he can
point to and say “That is when | took another step towards
becoming a man.” The goal is to provide opportunities and
events that lead him down a certain path towards a specific
and predetermined destination. There is a specific kind of
man we are hoping to build. If you do not, the world will offer
him a rite of passage as well, and those will take him down a
very different road.

THE HEART OF A RIGHT OF PASSAGE

At the heart of these events and challenges is cultivating

an ever-deepening relationship with your son. It is not

so much about the stuff he does, but that he does it with
you. Securing a relationship of instruction, influence, and
encouragement for a lifetime is right at the center of rite of
passage experiences. If your son learns to shoot guns and
change brakes and open a bank account, but you have not
won his heart in the process, you lose the ability to influence
him in the future.

THE GOALS OF A RIGHT OF PASSAGE

® To introduce your son to the Way of Man. To put him on
the path of noble manhood and prepare and equip him to
successfully navigate the more technical climbing to come
on Mt. Legacy.

19
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® To make your son ready, willing, and able to be a man.

® To prepare your son to find and fulfill his calling as a man,
and to arrive in that calling free to run with as little baggage
as possible.

e To walk your son into manhood by preparing and
equipping him to eagerly take responsibility for himself and
others.

THE COMPONENTS OF R.0.P.E

Make It Hard

The point here isn’t a walk in the park. It should be
challenging. It shouldn’t kill him, but it should stretch him. Pain
is okay. Failure is okay. Push him. A man needs to learn how
to not shy away from hard things.

Make It Fun

This isn’t punishment. Make it engaging, build it around fun
things you know he likes to do. He should never dread it. A
boy has a natural desire to please you, do hard things, and
take on more responsibility. Use those to motivate him, but it
has to be fun, or the whole thing becomes a drag. You want
him hanging on the edge of his seat to do the next thing, not
dragging his feet like he’s going to get his teeth pulled.

Make It Personal

Take into account his personality, his frame, his likes
and desires. My personality likes surprises, my son hates
surprises. He’s a planner, he likes to prepare, and part of the
fun is getting to think about it. So | stopped surprising him as
much (as fun as that was for me) and started giving him more
runway to plan for it. This increased his enjoyment of each
event substantially.

Make It Special

So many people don’t get the art of the presentation.
They buy the present but then wrap it in newspaper. They
remember most of the joke but forget the punchline.
Whatever you do, find ways to make the ROPE special. Plan
ahead. Spend some money. Build anticipation. Talk it up with
him and the family at dinner.



PART 2 | WHAT IS A R.O.P.E.

Make It Memorable

One of the best ways to ensure the memory of the time
spent on your ROPE carries into the future is to include some
sort of gift along with the experience. This ties the memory of
the experience to an object your son can carry with him into
the future. Again, along with making it special, spend some
money on it. Make it nice. I've always tried to give Levi tools,
not toys. It can be functional, practical, symbolic. Put some
thought into it, ask other dads, ask your wife, put yourself
in his shoes. You won't regret it. And he’ll remember it. And
tell his friends, and talk to you about it later, and use it when
you’re not around.

Make It Communal

In every tribal right of passage I've studied, there’s always
a communal element. Certainly the Rite of Passage itself is
ruggedly individual...no one passes through it on the shirt-tails
of someone else. But there is a sense of tribal support and
affirmation. The boy is trying to prove himself in the context of
a community. Your son needs a tribe. He needs other boys he
can test himself against, laugh with, and begin learning how
to build healthy male friendships. In many ways, his journey
to manhood will rise and fall on the friends he chooses to
hang out with. So bring them into the process of his ROPE
so they can rise to noble manhood with him. It is also a great
way to increase the affirmation he receives from other friends
and their dads. A man proves himself in community. Include
friends in the process.

RITE OF PASSAGE HACK

You'd be surprised at how much is already happening in
your life that you could leverage for the manhood journey.
Just take things you already do you in your normal flow of life
and turn them into intentional opportunities to learn.

Don't think of this as creating an entirely new track you
have to build. Don't live two lives. My dad always said, “The
house is the gymnasium of growing in godliness.” Like a
warrior forced to improvise with weapons of his surroundings,
look around you, grab what’s close, and use it.
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FINAL WORD ON RITE OF PASSAGE

The goal of fatherhood at this season of your son’s
development is to earn and maintain influence in his life. That
influence will look different when a son is young compared
to when a son is old. When he was young, you told him what
to do; as he grows into a man, you will ask him “What do you
think you should do?” When your son was a boy, you made
decisions for him; as he grows to become a man, you will
help him make his own decisions.

But always a father should want influence...the ability to help
his son walk the path of wisdom. | see many fathers make
one of two errors...either they make every decision for their
son and thus raise a weak, frustrated, incapable manchild, or
they back away and in the name of “letting him make his own
decisions”, providing no direction, input, insight, or wisdom
when their son needs it the most. The one smothers him, the
other leaves him floundering.

Look, should an 18 year old young man be making more of
his own decisions? Of course. Does an 18 year old young man
have all of the faculties to make all of the right decisions? Not
even close. He’s a hot mess of raging hormones with almost
zero life experience, limited perspective, and just enough
drive to really get himself in trouble. He’s got friends barking
in his ear and he’s got a world telling him all the wrong stuff.

Dad’s, don’t leave him hanging and think you’re doing him
any favors.

The wise dad won’t smother his son, but neither will he
abandon him to flounder. A wise dad walks with his son with
wise counsel.

Which is why at the heart of ROPE's is transitioning the
relationship of a father and son from one of mere instruction
to counsel and influence. The goal is to have your son

want to talk and process with you through big life decisions
because you’ve proven yourself trustworthy. You want your
own to want your advice.
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This means relationship. You listen. You have his best interest
at heart. You give him good counsel.

I've talked to many dads who want to speak into their son’s
life but can’t because they no longer have influence. They
were not there to intentionally shape and cultivate this
relational transition early, so now they are behind the 8-ball.
When their son wanted their attention, they were too busy.
Now that they want their son’s attention, he’s moved on.

Don't let that happen to you.

Stay in the game. Be intentional. Win the heart of your son
early. And with that relationship will come influence. As you
think through how to build the ROPE for your son, think about
ways you can cultivate an ever-growing relationship of trust,
affection, and delight. This will take time and effort on your
part. But you will be a better man for it, and it will pay off bigly
down the road.
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You've probably heard the old adage “Men don’t read.”

[ don't buy it.

Men have been reading since the dawn of time. There’s never
been a great leader who wasn'’t a great reader. Readers are
leaders. If you want to doom your son to a small life with little
perspective, well then by all means, just tell him men don’t read.

But if you want to open his world, fire his imagination, tap into his
potential, and unleash him on the world as a thinking, intelligent,
dangerous, resourceful, productive man, give him a love for
reading.

There’s no reason except for laziness that your boy couldn’t learn
to love reading books. There’s been very few great contributions
to humanity that did not come from the life of a well-read man.
Make sure your son is one of them.

If you’re wondering where to start, here’s a couple things I've kept
in mind with my sons to put them on a path to loving good books.

Atfirst, it’s not about the books he’s reading, it’s that he’s
reading at all. When | gave Levi his first books, | didn’'t hand

him War & Peace or Solzhenitsyn’s Gulag Archipelago. The goal
wasn’t to bury him, but to cultivate a love for reading. It needed
to be accessible and come with a reward. He needed to enjoy it
and see the value in it...that was fun!

Later, when the love was there, and he had the capacity to
process and appreciate the greater works and classics, | worked
those in. Don’t underestimate your boy’s ability to read and
comprehend, but don’t bury him either. The more reading he
does, the more comprehending he’ll do.

Stoke his interest by talking about it yourself. As Levi heard my
passion for reading or my love of a certain book, it piqued his
interest as well. Reading is about stirring curiosity and exploring
new things and discovering new things.

“Oh buddy,” I'd say, “I can’t wait until you read this one...s0000
incredible. There’s this one part where the entire platoon runs
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out of ammunition at the exact moment they are attacked by a
swarming hoard of enemy fighters known for cutting the heads
off their dead enemies. All the women and children are locked

in the fort behind them, and the only living men to defend them
are totally exposed with no way to fight back. The only hope they
have of surviving and saving the fort is...well..you just have to
read it for yourselfl | can’t wait until you do!!”

And guess what. He couldn’t wait either.

A wise dad salts the oats. Whet your son’s appetite with your own
passion, and you win the war before he even picks up the book.

Don’t over-book his life so he can't open a book. Many times
parents book their children to the margins...no down time, no
slow afternoons, just go go go. School. Sports. Homework. Music.
Friends. Repeat.

This will doom your son to the baroness of a busy life. Slow days
and down time are critical for a young man’s development. Not
to mention it allows time to read. Make time for your son to read.
Value it. Build the habit in him now, and he’ll be reading long after
he’s left your house. Don’'t make time for it now, and there’s very
little chance he’ll pick it up later.

Start your boy with adventure genres. For young boys, | think
fantasy, fiction, adventure, and biography are the most important
to hook them on reading and awaken their curiosity, while rooting
them in history. Once they’ve learned the discipline of reading
and the joy of reading, they can dive into theology, leadership,
philosophy, and other categories later.

Again, you're not looking to pound through a check list so you
can say “My son read this book”..you’re wanting to give them a
love for reading and learning. You could actually do more harm
than good with the wrong books at the wrong time. “My dad
made me read War and Peace when | was 7, and it cured me. I've
never read another book.”

Fantasy. I'll be honest, there are some genres | love more than
others. For instance, | love history, specifically American history,
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and more specifically, WWII history. | do not enjoy fantasy.
Despise would be too strong, but I'd rather pull a toenail off. | just
do not enjoy it.

To prove my point, and this will shock some, and I'm not even
sure if 'm allowed to admit this in public, let alone put it in
writing, and this sentence is already too long because I'm putting
off telling you, but I've never made it all the way through The
Chronicles of Narnia.

I know. And | call myself a Christian? Poser, more like it. It's not for
lack of trying. But | just can’t do it. And I'm not bragging. It's not a
good thing. | wish | enjoyed it. But | just can’t get there. And I'm
sure I'm lesser for it.

But do you know what? | put fantasy books in my son’s hands. |
did that because | read these quotes:

‘Fantasy is way more important than knowledge because
knowledge is limited.”

“When I examine myself and my methods of thought, | come to the
conclusion that the gift of fantasy has meant more to me than my
talent for absorbing positive knowledge.”

“If you want your children to be intelligent, read them fairy tales. If
you want them to be more intelligent, read them more fairy tales.”

Do you know who said the above? Albert Einstein. You know, the
quantum mechanics and theory of relativity guy.

So yeah, | gave my boy fantasy books, and he eats them up.?
He’s even taken up writing a fantasy work himself. He’s created
his own world, language, history, map, characters, creatures, and
more. It's an incredible future book pushing almost 50 hand-
written pages.

Historical Fiction. | grew up reading Louis LAmour. What I've
realized now as a grown man is why | liked them so much. |
loved these books more than any other for this simple fact: Louis

3 Thankfully, there are a ton of incredible fantasy books being written today by
godly, gifted writers.
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LAmour captures the essence of manhood in every single book.
To read LAmour is to read the way of man. And to read LAmour is
to walk the frontier, hunt the buffalo, survive in the mountains. He
puts you in real places and real times. He brings to life a way of
life lost that is a critical part of our story as Americans.

History. One of the reasons we’re repeating tragic history in

our country today is because kids are woefully ignorant of the
history of the ideas they’re marching for. They’re either woefully
ignorant or staggeringly arrogant in thinking they won’t make the
same mistakes as those in the past. Either way, those ignorant of
history are doomed to repeat it. History gives girth and breadth to
perspective. It gives humility to your worldview.

Biography. There have been some remarkable men who have
lived on this earth, and your son should know them. There’s a
profound difference between “telling me” and “showing me.”
Biography takes real virtues and wraps it in the life of a real
person. It gives your boy a hero to admire, and they need this.

The point..vary the genres...biography, history, war, adventure,
philosophy...and you’ll broaden his intellectual capacities,
historical awareness, and general ability to see story in everything
he encounters.

Fruits & vegetables, but mostly ice-cream. Are there
some books that your boy should read even if he doesn’t want
to? Probably. But go easy on the vegetables early on.

Teddy Roosevelt, a voracious reader himself, as some wisdom for
us here:

‘A book must be interesting to the particular reader at
that particular time. Personally, the books by which | have
profited infinitely more than by any others have been
those in which profit was a by-product of the pleasure;
that is, | read them because | enjoyed them, because |
liked reading them, and the profit came in as part of the
enjoyment.”
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Build your own library. 've always loved books and
bookshelves and bookstores and books on tables and books
next to beds and stacks of books on the stairs going up to
my office. Old books, new books, the smell of books, the feel
of books. There’s something about a book in your hand that
connects you to the past and opens up your future.

If  walk in your house and there’s a bookshelf, you've lost me. 'm
not hearing anything you’re saying. I'm reading book titles. Why
haven'’t | read that book yet? I've never seen this book. Ooh, |
loved that one, forgot about it! The books in your house (or not in
your house) tells me a lot about you.

My dad’s bedroom, bed stand, office, and our living room was
full of books. Books on the dining table, books on the kitchen
window sill, books were everywhere. Mom always had a book
going. Dad was always digging into four or five at any given time.
| often sat at their bookshelves and got lost in stories of old. | am
so thankful my parents gave me a love for books by building a
library | could explore at home. You should do the same. Kindle
doesn’t count.

Buy your boy his own books. Real books. At the risk of
sounding dated (let’s be honest, pretty sure | was born a century
too late), 'm not a huge fan of “digital books.” | think they are an
oxymoron. A contradiction of terms. Digital is sterile. A book has
character. Digital is flat. A book has texture.

Nobody picks up their iPad, turns it on, and takes a big whiff of it
like you would a new book. A book never runs out of battery. The
Kindle has none of this. When | open a book it’s like an old friend
dropping by. | can remember where | sat when | read this chapter
or that. You lose all of this when you swipe or scroll.

Yeah, but what about travel and convenience, you say? Digital is
so handy! | can’t argue with that. But at least | have integrity with
my position...| packed 5 books around Europe in my carry-on for
12 days.

I would also argue it helps with memory. When | read books, |
mark them up and scratch notes in the margin. Later when | need
to recall the quote or lesson or big idea, my mind tells me “it was
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in the upper left page and you wrote “leadership” in the margin.
There is no “upper left” in a kindle, just endless scrolling pages.

There’s something about a new book coming in the mail that
feels like Christmas every week. So don’t buy a kindle. Who
needs to stare at screens more? Buy your son books. He should
have a library as a Stronger Man, and it should start in our home.
He can put his name in them, mark them up as he wants, and
keep them on his shelf. Levi (15) is currently working on quite the
library, and is already collecting books he wants to give his kids.

Read out loud to him. | left this one for last because it's my
favorite. | know of no better way to give your son a love for
reading than him listening to you read. It may seem funny to read
to a teenager, but to this day my son loves hearing my read to
our family. Certainly read to your young son, but don’t think it
perishes when he’s old.

Grab a book on manhood and read it together. Or a devotional.
You'll be shocked how much you get out of it.

Final Word. Ok, so I'll end where | started. | reject outright and
completely the notion that men don’t read. Men read all the

time. ESPN.com is a thing. Popular Mechanics is a thing. It’s not
women who are gobbling up Sports lllustrated. Men can read.
And the greatest men in history have always been readers. The
busiest men alive are readers. The most productive men alive are
readers. The men making the most different are all readers.

Teddy Roosevelt knocked out a classic while chasing horse
thieves across the planes of the southwest. George W. Bush read
95 books his last 4 years as sitting President, or about 2 a week.
This while also reading the Bible cover to cover every year. Oh,
and leading the free world (what was your excuse again?)

If you're going to say “Everyone knows men don’t read,” at least
qualify it correctly: “Everyone knows mediocre lazy men don’t
read.” Weak men don’t read. Stronger Men read. Why? Because
leaders are readers, and readers are leaders. So get your boy to
reading.
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My wife has a quote scribbled across a decorative window sitting
atop our family room bookshelf: “A house without books is like

a room without windows.” Without windows you can’t see the
outside world, you can’t enjoy views and let light into your own
world and see weather coming and grow and learn from others.
No books in your life makes for a windowless life.

In books lies adventure, wonder, danger, imagination, exploration.
In a book you can explore the Indies, ascend Mt. Everest, unlock
the greatest minds, battle tyrants, cross jungles, study the
greatest philosophers and never leave your house. You can go
backwards in time and learn leadership lessons from the greatest
men of history. There is no education a man can’t get who learns
to read. What a gift.

The day your boy stops reading is the day he stops leading. Give
your boy an insatiable hunger to learn and be curious. Build a
library of books for him to explore. Reading is to the mind what
exercise is to the body.

If you don’t have books, don’t be discouraged. Start reading
with him! If you’re going to raise a Stronger Man you've got to
be becoming one yourself. What better reason to start than

by modeling humility, grit, determination, and being a life-long
learner yourself? Pick a book, buy two copies, and get to work.
You will not regret it.*

*While certainly not exhaustive, the list below is a start. There are
many books that aren’t on this list and probably should be. This
is just to get you going. Unless otherwise noted, reading age is
assumed 13+.

31



32

FORGED

M

IVTODAYSEAGLSH

HETOE DI AP THOPLG

C:5- LEWIS

STEPHEN ARTERBL!
FFRED STOEKER v.o vn

BOOKS

EVERY STRONGER MAN SHOULD READ

THEOLOGY / SPIRITUAL

PILGRIM’S PROGRESS
John Bunyan

Feel like the only person
with struggles in the
Christian life? Wonder if
anyone else has traveled
the same road? Many
Christians have cherished
John Bunyan'’s allegorical
tale of Christian and
Christiana journey.

MERE CHRISTIANITY
C.S. Lewis

The book brings together
C.S. Lewis’s legendary
broadcast talks of the war
years, talks in which he set
out simply to “explain and
defend the belief that has
been common to nearly all
Christians at all times.”

EVERY YOUNG MAN'S
BATTLE

Stephen Arterburn, Fred
Stoeker, and Mike Yorkey
Rise above today’s
debased, self-seeking
culture by examining God’s
standard, training your eyes
and mind, cleaning up your
thought life, and developing
aplan.

THE PURSUIT OF GOD
AW. Tozer

From beginning to

end, each page is an
impassioned plea for

the reader to abandon
“comfortable Christianity” in
order to truly know God as
He desires to be known.

The
REASON
Jor

Systematic
| cology

WAYNE

~ GRUDEM

T

John
Piper
Don't

Waste
Your

THE SCREWTAPE
LETTERS

C.S. Lewis

At once wildly comic, deadly
serious, and strikingly
original, this is the most
engaging account of
temptation—and triumph
over it—ever written.

THE REASON FOR GOD

Timothy Keller

Using literature, philosophy,
real-life conversations, and
potent reasoning, Keller
explains how the belief in

a Christian God is, in fact, a
sound and rational one.

SYSTEMATIC
THEOLOGY

Wayne Grudem

The most widely used
resource of the last 25 years
in its area providing clear
explanations, an emphasis
on each doctrine’s scriptural
basis, and practical
applications to daily life.

DI('?EI'T WASTE YOUR

John Piper

A plea to avoid the dangers
of a wasted life, calling

us to take risks and make
sacrifices that matter for
eternity—with a single,
soul-satisfying passion for
the glory of God in every
sphere of our lives.
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Y ATTRIBUTESSOE &
GODLY AN

EXPERIENCING GOD
Henry & Richard Blackaby
Based on seven Scriptural
realities that teach us

how to develop a true
relationship with the
Creator. By understanding
how God is working through
us even as we try to fathom
His ways, we can begin to
clearly know Him.

THE DANGEROUS DUTY
OF DELIGHT

John Piper

Filled with biblical reasons
for living a life of celebration,
this life-changing read helps
people discover not only
why but how to delight
more fully in the Lord.

THE MEASURE OF A
MAN

Gene A. Getz

Inspiring, encouraging, and
practical, this book shows
men how they can reach
God’s standards as fathers,
husbands, and mentors to
other men.

FUTURE MEN: RAISING
BOYS TO FIGHT GIANTS

Douglas Wilson

We look to Scripture for
patterns of masculinity for
our sons, and we find them
manifested perfectly in the
life of the Jesus. He is the
one who set the ultimate
pattern for friendship and
courage, for faithfulness and
integrity.

JERRY BRIDGES

MANHOOD

BRIAN TOME
THE

FIVE

SARES

N TR

STEPS TO KNOWING,
DOING, AND EXPERIENCING
THE WILL OF GOD

Tom Blackaby and Mike
Blackaby

This goes deeper than
just knowing about God, it
guides you to partner with
God in what He is doing
all around you to make an
eternal difference in this
world.

THE PRACTICE OF
GODLINESS

Jerry Bridges

See how character
formation affects the

way you relate to God, to
yourself, and to others.
Great for Christian growth
and practical at any life
stage.

THE FIVE MARKS OF A
MAN

Brian Tome

A boy doesn’t automatically
become a man at age 18.
What differentiates a man
from a boy is the way he
lives. There are five marks
of a man that he must
aggressively pursue on a
daily basis.

THE MARK OF A MAN

Elisabeth Elliot

With Christ as the

example of the ultimate
man, this classic take on
understanding a man’s role
in life and relationships,
romantic or otherwise,

helps men define their own
masculinity in a positive way.
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THE DANGEROUS
BOOK FOR BOYS

Conn Iggulden

The bestselling book for
every boy from eight to
eighty, covering essential
boyhood skills. In this digital
age there is still a place for
knots, skimming stones
and stories of incredible
courage.

THE BOOK OF MAN
William J. Bennett

Raising up men has never
been easy, but today

is seems particularly

tough. The young and old
need heroes to embody
the eternal qualities of
manhood: honor, duty, valor,
and integrity.

_________DEVOTIONAL |
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EXPERIENCING GOD
DAY BY DAY

Henry & Richard Blackaby
A devotional journal
designed to reinforce the
spiritual precepts set forth in
the Experiencing God book,
workbook, and study Bible.

NEW MORNING
MERCIES

Paul David Tripp

Forget “behavior
modification” or feel-good
aphorisms. What we really
need is an encounter with
the living God. Then we’ll be
prepared to trust in God’s
goodness, rely on his grace,
and live for his glory each
and every day.

ACT LIKE MEN

James MacDonald

What society and church so
desperately need are men
who embrace all that God
created them to be, who
long to follow God without
limits and meet the needs of
those around them without
hesitation.

SOUL FUEL

Bear Grylls

Bear shares the backstories
behind many of his most
daring expeditions and

how his faith gave him the
purpose and power to carry
on. He explores themes of
hope, courage, risk, heaven,
and more.

A YEARWITHC.S.
LEWIS

CS. Lewis

The daily meditations have
been culled from Lewis’
celebrated signature
classics ruminating on
themes like the nature of
love, existence of miracles,
overcoming devastating
loss, and discovering
profound Christian faith.

LIFE AS A VAPOR

John Piper

Living knowing that your life
is a vapor is different than
just living. Things here are
passing away. You've got to
hold on to what will stand.
Savor what matters.
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Eric
Metaxa

50 DAYS OF HEAVEN
Randy Alcorn

Alcorn brings eternity

to light in 50 inspiring

and thought-provoking
meditations that will forever
change the way you think
about the spectacular new
universe that awaits us.

MY
UTMOST
rFor HIS
HIGHEST

OSWALD
CHAMBERS

BIOGRAPHICAL

7 MEN

Eric Metaxas

What makes a great man
great? Metaxas explores
that most important of
questions in through the
captivating stories of some
of the greatest men who
have ever lived.

21 SERVANTS OF
SOVEREIGN JOY

John Piper

Throughout history, the lives
of spiritual giants—though
full of struggle, sin, and
weakness—magnify the
glory and majesty of God.
Their lives and teachings
are full of messages that are
still profoundly relevant.

MARTIN LUTHER: THE
MAN WHO REDISCOVERED
GOD AND CHANGED THE
WORLD

Eric Metaxas

A brilliant and inspiring
biography of the most
influential man in modern
history.

MY UTMOST FOR HIS
HIGHEST

Oswald Chambers
Oswald Chambers wanted
all people to have a life-
changing encounter with
Jesus Christ. Chambers
could take the Scriptures,
ask probing questions, and
ignite in others a passion to
know God better.

BONHOEFFER

Eric Metaxas

Metaxas takes both strands
of Bonhoeffer’s life-the
theologian and the spy--and
draws them together to tell
a searing story of incredible
moral courage in the face of
monstrous evil.

NO COMPROMISE
Melody Green

This singer/songwriter—
died at 28—was a spiritual
revolutionary who found
freedom through Jesus

and spent his last years
convincing others to refuse
to accept the status quo and
instead to bring compassion
and honesty back to the
church.

SHOE DOG

Phil Knight

Nike founder and board
chairman Phil Knight “offers
a rare and revealing look at
the notoriously media-shy
man behind the swoosh.”
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FANTASY / FICTION

THE HOBBIT

JR.R. Tolkien

The prologue to Tolkien’s
Lord Of The Rings
series—in Middle Earth, an
unassuming hobbit named
Bilbo Baggins is reluctantly
whisked off on a glorious
account of a magnificent
adventure.

THE CHRONICLES OF
NARNIA

CS. Lewis

For over sixty years, readers
of all ages have been
enchanted by the magical
realms, the epic battles
between good and evil, and
the unforgettable creatures
of Narnia.

THE WINGFEATHER
SAGA

Andrew Peterson

A sweeping saga full of
characters rich in heart,
smarts, and courage. The
children will need all their
gifts and all that they love to
survive the evil pursuit of the
venomous enemy seeking
to rule the land with malice.

THE SPACE TRILOGY
CS. Lewis

Called to join the universal
battle of good vs. evil, Dr.
Elwin Ransom, a renowned
scholar, fights demonic
forces with the help of
heavenly messengers.

THE LORD OF THE
RINGS

JR.R. Tolkien

Tells the epic story of a
great quest undertaken
by Frodo and a fellowship
of friends and warriors to
destroy the One Ring of
power intended to cover
Middle Earth in darkness.

SUGAR CREEK GANG
SERIES

Paul Hutchens

The Sugar Creek Gang
series chronicles the
faith-building adventures
of a group of fun-loving,
courageous Christian boys.
Classic stories that have
inspired children to grow in
their faith for decades.

COOPER KIDS
ADVENTURES

Frank E. Peretti

Follow an archaeologist
and his teenagers as they
plunge through tangled
jungles, meet “ghosts” from
the past, search for missing
standing stones, and battle
ancient evil forces..while
teaching biblical values.

WILDER BOYS

Brandon Wallace

Two brothers must rely on
all their wilderness skills to
survive daring adventures in
an effort to reunite and save
their family.
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LOUIS LAMOUR

BUCKSKIN RUN

In this unique collection of
tales, Louis LAmour captures
the frontier experience as it
lives forever in the American
imagination. These are just
some of the unforgettable
characters whose
adventures are collected in
this magnificent volume.

THE STRONG SHALL
LIVE

In a long-awaited collection
of his stories, Louis LAmour
tells of the real heroes of
the frontier, the survivors
for whom hanging tough
was as natural as drawing
breath.

VALLEY OF THE SUN
Gritty, tough, and
unflinchingly authentic,
here is the West as it really
was: a land where for every
friend there is an enemy, for
every handshake a fist, for
every dispute a resolution—
usually in an explosive
showdown of blood and
bullets.

THE SKY-LINER

The Sackett boys weren’t
out to make a reputation—it
just happened that way. But
they were no strangers to
trouble—they knew what
guns were and how to

use them, and when they
showdown came, they
would be ready.

MILO TALON

Milo Talon knew the territory
and the good men from

the bad. He had ridden the
Outlaw Trail and could find
out things others couldn’t.
Suddenly, Milo Talon
realized that there were still
things he had to learn.

THE QUICK AND THE
DEAD

Con Vallian knew the

best way to stay out of
trouble was to mind his
own business. Then he
stopped for a cup of coffee
at a stranger’s campfire
and found himself guiding
a family of greenhorns
across the prairie against
formidable odds.

THE IRON MARSHAL

He was a tough enforcer for
a New York gang. But when
young Tom Shanaghy made
one too many enemies,

he skipped town on a fast-
moving freight. He landed
in a small Kansas town that
had big dreams, no name,
and the need for an honest
lawman.

THE PROVING TRAIL

Not yet eighteen, Kearney
was determined enough
to track down his father’s
murderer and claim what
was rightfully his. Now,
followed every step of the
way by a shadowy figure,
Kearney must solve the
mystery of his father’s
hidden past
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# COLLECTED SHORT STORIES ¢

LOUIS
LAMOUR

VOLUME 2

1% COLLECTED SHORT STORIES*

LOUIS
LAMOUR

~,

VOLUME 4

KILKENNY

Looking to escape a
reputation that he never
wanted, Kilkenny settles in
the lonely mountain country
of Utah, planning to ranch

a high, lush valley. But the
past is on his trail.

THE DAYBREAKERS

Tyrel Sackett was born to
trouble but vowed to justice.
After having to kill a man in
Tennessee, he hit the trail
west with his brother Orrin.
Orrin brought law and order
and his brother Tye backed
him up every step of the
way.

THE COLLECTED SHORT
STORIES, VOLUME 2

Showcasing thirty more
classic tales of the American
frontier. Inside you will find
the stories of heroism,
honor and sacrifice that
LAmour made uniquely his
own.

THE COLLECTED SHORT
STORIES, VOLUME 4

Timeless tales of danger
and daring, wanderlust
and heroism, filled with
ordinary men and women
facing often life-threatening
challenges with courage,
dignity, and honor.

« COLLECTED SHORT STORIES =

LOUIS

LAMOUR

M COLLECTED SHORT STORIES»

LOUIS

LLAMOUR

VOLUME 3

FALLON

Macon Fallon never needed
more than a deck of cards, a
fast horse, and a ready gun;
he was counting on those
as he led an unsuspecting
group of settlers to an
abandoned mining town.
Now he might have risk

his life for a place he never
wanted to call home.

THE COLLECTED SHORT
STORIES, VOLUME 1

Features thirty-five action-
packed Frontier Stories.

THE COLLECTED SHORT
STORIES, VOLUME 3

Twenty-eight timeless tales
of the American West. For
lovers of great storytelling
everywhere, this exciting
collection features the
unforgettable characters,
heart-stopping drama, and
careful attention to historical
detail.
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US WAR / MILITARY

REVOLUTIONARY WAR

NATHANIEL
PHILBRICK

1776

David McCullough
America’s beloved and
distinguished historian
presents, in a book of
breathtaking excitement,
drama, and narrative force,
the stirring story of the year
of our nation’s birth, 1776.

BUNKER HILL

Nathaniel Philbrick

In the aftermath of the
Boston Tea Party and the
violence at Lexington

and Concord, the conflict
escalated to outright war in
the Battle of Bunker Hill. It

was the bloodiest conflict of

the revolutionary war.

BITION »

WILLIAM €. DAVES

The

VALIANT AMBITION
Nathaniel Philbrick

A surprising account of
the middle years of the
American Revolution and
the tragic relationship
between George
Washington and Benedict
Arnold.

THE GREATEST FURY
William C. Davis

The definitive story of the
Battle of New Orleans,

the fight that decided the
ultimate fate not only of the
Wiar of 1812 but the future
course of the fledgling
American republic.

VN D o

YTHERS

UNBROKEN

Laura Hillenbrand

The story of a former
Olympian’s courage,
cunning, and fortitude
following his plane crash
in enemy territory. A
testament to the strength
of the human spirit and the
ability to endure against the
unlikeliest of odds.

BAND OF BROTHERS

Stephen E. Ambrose
Meet Easy Company, the
ordinary men who became
the World War II's most
extraordinary soldiers at the
frontlines of the war’s most
critical moments.

L35
50

THE EFIE ACCOURT OF WaaLD WAK b3
SAEATEST RESTHE WISSION

GHOST SOLDIERS
Hampton Sides

121 hand-selected U.S.
troops slip behind enemy
lines in the Philippines
and march 30 rugged
miles to rescue 513 POWs
languishing in a hellish
camp, among them the last
survivors of the infamous
Bataan Death March.

ESCAPE FROM THE
DEEP

Alex Kershaw

With a heart-pounding
narrative drive, Alex
Kershaw brings to life this
incredible story of survival
and endurance.
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DEAD WAKE

Erik Larson

Gripping and important,
Dead Wake captures the
sheer drama and emotional
power of a disaster whose
intimate details and true
meaning have long been
obscured by history.

A HIGHER CALL

Adam Makos

A remarkable event that
would defy imagination
and later be called “the
most incredible encounter
between enemies in World
War II”

DEAD RECKONING

Dick Lehr

The definitive and dramatic
account of what became
known as “Operation
Vengeance” - the targeted
kill by U.S. fighter pilots

of Japan’s larger-than-life
military icon, Admiral Isoroku
Yamamoto, who had devised
the attack on Pearl Harbor.

KOREAN WAR

HAMPTON SIDES
@ .
et

b DY
DESPERATE
GROUND

o MARINE S o1 THE RESERYHE.
2 LARTAN WAR 5 GREATEST DATTLE

ON DESPARATE
GROUND

Hampton Sides

One of the most harrowing
clashes in American history,
the Battle of Chosin Reservoir,

during which Mao’s numerically STAND

superior armies surrounded
and tried to destroy the First
Marine Division in the frozen
mountains of North Korea.

of FOX

COMPANY

IN HARM'S WAY

Doug Stanton

A harrowing, adrenaline-
charged account of
America’s worst naval
disaster—and of the
heroism of the men who,
against all odds, survived.

WITH THE OLD BREED

E.B. Sledge

A World War Il memoir
based on notes Sledge kept
tucked away in a pocket-
sized Bible he carried with
him during battles he fought
at Peleliu and Okinawa.

THE HIDING PLACE

Corrie Ten Boom

A book aglow with the

glory of God and the
courage of a quiet Christian
spinster whose life was
transformed by it. A story of
Christ's message and the
courageous woman who
listened and lived to pass it
along—with joy and triumph!

THE LAST STAND OF
FOX COMPANY

Bob Drury and Tom Clavin
A small group of Marines

is charged with buying

time for the rest of the First
Division to withdraw. To do
so, Fox Company would
have to defend a narrow
mountain pass against an
overwhelming enemy force.

COLD WAR
F e TEE|§|":)YRAND THE ABOVE AND BEYOND
] II [ s PY AN Ben Mgc[n[yre Casey Sherman
"I i ]H A | I |] H Story of Oleg Gordievsky— During the ominous two
- Soviet double-agent whose weeks of the Cold War's
n[l Hﬁn | H“‘ |[ efforts contributed to the terrifying peak, two things

L
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end of the Cold War. Trace
his progress through the
KGB and years spying for
MI6, before his final daring
escape to the West.

saved humanity: the
strategy of John F. Kennedy
and the U-2 aerial spy
program. A retelling of the
Cold War’s scariest hours.
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VIETNAM

SAVING

Carlos Hatheoek
White Feather

i
Seoul Sniper

SAVING BRAYVO

Stephan Talty

American aviator with the
US’s most important secrets
crashes behind enemy
lines and is sought by the
North Viethamese and
Russian military machines.
His rescue is of utmost
importance.

WHITE FEATHER
Norman A. Chandler

The authorized biography
of Gunnery Sergeant Carlos
Hathcock II, who was
recognized as the most
successful sniper in the
Vietnam War with more than
93 confirmed Kills.

©NE SHuf-

OMEKILL

ANRICAN CAMEAT GHIPERS, "

ONE SHOT-ONE KILL

Charles W. Sasser
Armed with an unerring
eye, infinite patience and

a mastery of camouflage,
combat snipers stalk the
enemy with only one goal:
delivering a single deadly
shot from nowhere and
devastating enemy morale.

SEAN PARNELL

OUTLAW PLATOON
Sean Parnell CHR
An unforgettable story of
friendship in battle, showing
how the fight reshaped
soldier’s lives and how

the faith they found in one
another ultimately kept
them alive.

FEARLESS

Eric Blehm

A man of extremes, whose
courage and determination
were fueled by faith, family,
and love, who waged a
war against his own worst
impulses, including drug
addiction, and persevered
to reach the top tier of the
U.S. military.

SEA STORIES

Admiral William H. McRaven
An unforgettable look back
on one man’s incredible

sneaking into high-security
military sites to a day job
of hunting terrorists and '
rescuing hostages. e

Wk SO PR DEATSL

SMNAVY SEAL

3
AMERICAN
SNIPEF

ALONE AT DAWN
life, from childhood days é

DN SCHILLING &
LORI CHAPMAN LONGFRITE

AMERICAN SNIPER
Chris Kyle

U.S. Navy SEAL Chris Kyle
takes his sole mission—
protect his comrades—to
heart and becomes one of
the most lethal snipers in
American history.

RED PLATOON

Clinton Romesha

Memoir of the October
2009 Battle of Kamdesh,

in which Taliban insurgents
attacked the most remote
American combat outpost
in Afghanistan. For 14 hours,
the Black Knight Troop
fought to defend their post.

ALONE AT DAWN

Dan Schilling & Lori
Chapman Longfritz

Account of John Chapman,
Medal of Honor recipient
and Special Ops Combat
Controller, and his heroic
one-man stand during the
Afghan War, sacrificing his
life to save twenty-three
comrades-in-arms.
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ALL SECURE

Tom Satterly

One of the most highly
regarded Tier One

Delta Force operators in
American military history
shares his war stories and
personal battle with PTSD.

POLITICS ACCORDING
TO THE BIBLE

Wayne Grudem

An analysis of conservative
and liberal plans to do good
for the nation, evaluated

in light of the Bible and
common sense.

THE ACCIDENTAL
PRESIDENT

A.J. Baime

A hypnotically fast-paced,
masterful reporting of Harry
Truman’s first 120 days

as president after FDR’s
sudden death— marking
the most dramatic rise to
greatness in American
history.

DESTINY OF THE
REPUBLIC

Candice Millard

Covers the life and
assassination of James A.
Garfield, the 20th President
of the United States.

T

STEPHENE.
SE

UNDAUNTED
COURAGE

HISTORY / POLITICS

UNDAUNTED COURAGE
Stephen E. Ambrose

A biography of Meriwether
Lewis of the Lewis and
Clark Expedition, based on
journals and letters written
by Lewis, William Clark, and
Thomas Jefferson.

TEAM OF RIVALS
Doris Kearns Goodwin

With the tumultuous events
that took place during
Lincoln’s presidency, he

was able to successfully
keep the North united while
putting an end to slavery
and, eventually, the Civil War,
by making his political rivals
his closest advisors.

THE AMERICAN STORY
David Barton & Tim Barton
A compelling compilation
that looks at some of the
pivotal figures who shaped
our nation.
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DAVID
MCcCULLOUGH

The
AMERICAN
SPIRIT

ERIC METAXAS

PATRIOTISM / FREEDOM

THE AMERICAN SPIRIT

David McCullough
American values define

us, regardless of region,
political party, or ethnic
background. This book
reminds us who we are and
helps to guide us as we find
our way forward.

IF YOU CAN KEEP IT
Eric Metaxas

Eric Metaxas explains

that America is not a

nation bounded by ethnic
identity or geography, but
rather by a radical and
unprecedented idea, based
on liberty and freedom

for all.

LEX REX: THE LAW IS
KING

Samuel Rutherford and
Doublas Wilson

Divine right theorists said
the King was law, but
Rutherford reverses this and
shows natural law is above
the king, and thus there are
times when citizens must
obey God rather than man.

THOMAS L.
FRIEDMAN

MICHAEL
MANDELBAUM

Ee==

—_— ==

THAT USED TO BE US

Thomas Friedman and
Michael Mandelbaum

This book addresses what
the authors see as the four
major problems America
faces today, and possible
solutions.

A DEFENCE OF LIBERTY
AGAINST TYRANTS

Junius Brutus

Written by an anonymous
French Huguenot, this
book is a powerful tract
that makes a case for why
Christians can sometimes
lawfully resist and fight
against tyrants and
persecutors of the faith.

GIVE ME LIBERTY
Richard Brookhiser

A truer and more inspiring
story of American
nationalism as it has evolved
over four hundred years,
examining America’s history
through 13 documents that
made the United States a
new country.
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HOW SHOULD WE
THEN LIVE?

Francis A. Schaeffer
Analyzing the reasons for
modern society’s state of
affairs and presents the only
viable alternative: living by the
Christian ethic, acceptance

of God’s revelation, and total
affirmation of the Bible’s
morals, values, and meaning.

A GRIEF OBSERVED

CS. Lewis

The book questions the
nature of grief and whether
or not returning to normality
afterward is even possible
within the realm of human
existence on earth.

A GRIEF
OBSERVED

'T'he BOOI(_ THE BOOK OF VIRTUES
William J. Bennett

The book is intended

‘ for the moral education

|

of Virtues

William J.

Bennett

of the young and is
| divided into different
virtues: self-discipline,
compassion, responsibility,
friendship, work, courage,
perseverance, honesty,
loyalty, and faith.

" FRANGIS A, SCHAEFFER

A CHRISTIAN
MANIFESTO

1+

The

Thomas
Sowell

Reader

A CHRISTIAN
MANIFESTO

Francis A. Schaeffer

In this explosive book,

we see why morality and
freedom have crumbled in
our society. We see a call

to reestablish our Judeo-
Christian foundation and turn
the tide of moral decadence
and loss of freedom.

THE THOMAS SOWELL
READER

Thomas Sowell

A one-volume introduction
to over three decades of
the wide-ranging writings
of one of America’s most
respected and cited
authors.
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ROCKET MEN

Robert Kurson

Recounts NASA's 1968
Apollo 8 mission, which was
the first crewed spacecraft
to reach the Moon and
return safely to Earth.

INTO THIN AIR

Jon Krakauer

During a 24-hour period on
Everest, members of three
separate expeditions were
caught in a storm and faced
intense odds, which ended
in the worst single-season
death toll in the peak’s
history.

THE BOYS IN THE BOAT
Daniel James Brown

This UW rowing crew, on an
epic quest for gold at the
1936 Olympics, transformed
the sport of rowing,
overcame enormous odds
and grabbed the attention
and hearts of their nation.

IN THE KINGDOM OF
ICE

Hampton Sides

Heading deep into
uncharted Arctic waters,
they carried the aspirations
of a young country burning
to be the first nation to
reach the North Pole.

ROBERT KURSON

] ADVENTURE / TRUE STORIES

SHADOW DIVERS
Robert Kurson

The true story of two dive
enthusiasts who solved a
mystery from WW2 off the
coast of New Jersey.

THE REVENANT

Michael Punke

A thrilling tale of betrayal
and revenge set against

the nineteenth-century
American frontier, Michael
Punke’s The Revenant is the
astonishing story of real-life
trapper and frontiersman
Hugh Glass.

ENDURANCE

Alfred Lansing

Unbelievable true story about
how the Trans-Antarctic
expedition led by Ernest
Shackleton lost their ship

and spent two years trying to
get back to civilization in the
harshest environment known
to mankind—Antarctica.

IN THE HEART OF THE
SEA

Nathaniel Philbrick

In the winter of 1820, the
New England whaling

ship Essex was assaulted
by something no one

could believe: a whale of
mammoth size and will, and
an almost human sense of
vengeance.
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MONEY / ECONOMICS

THE TRuASURE |
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L
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THE QUEST
FOR
Cosmic

JusTiCE

THOMAS SOWELL

Economic
Facts
and
Fallacies
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THE TREASURE
PRINCIPLE

Brian Smith and Randy
Alcorn

Once readers discover the
liberating joy of giving, life
will never look the same.
And they won’t want it to!

CAPITALISM AND
FREEDOM

Milton Friedman

A classical-liberal approach
to economic policy in

the United States, one

that promotes individual
freedom by allowing the
free market to function as
effectively as possible.

THE QUEST FOR
COSMIC JUSTICE

Thomas Sowell

Confused conceptions of
justice and equality end

up promoting injustice and
inequality, and the tyranny of
social visions prevents many
people from confronting

the actual consequences

of their own beliefs and
policies.

ECONOMIC FACTS AND
FALLACIES

Thomas Sowell

This book exposes some of
the most popular fallacies
about economic issues

that are not simply crazy
ideas but have a certain
plausibility that gives them
their staying power.

Randy Aleorn

GIVING

IS @HE

MONEY,
GREED,
GOD

BASIC

ECONOMICS

[y SR —

Thomas Sowell

THE BANKHES
WHO BHOKE THE WOELD

e

GIVING IS THE GOOD
LIFE

Randy Alcorn
Life-changing biblical
principles of generosity
and tells stories of people
who have put those radical
principles into practice.

MONEY, GREED, AND
GOD

Jay W. Richards

Christian case for free
enterprise exposes eight
myths about capitalism—
including the notion that
capitalism is based on
greed—and demonstrates
that a good Christian can be
a good capitalist.

BASIC ECONOMICS
Thomas Sowell

A citizen’s guide to
economics, written for those
who want to understand
how the economy works
but have no interest in
jargon or equations.

LORDS OF FINANCE
Liaquat Ahamed

The personal histories

of the four heads of the
Central Banks of the US,
Great Britain, France, and
Germany, and their efforts
to steer the world economy
from the period during the
First World War until the
Great Depression.
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BARBARIANS AT THE
GATE
BARBARIANS Brian Burrough and John
AT THE GATE izl
T IRy  True story about the

leveraged buyout of

RJR Nabisco, written by
investigative journalists who
detail business crashes

and federal bailouts—a
cautionary tale that must be
heeded.

" | EYERYGOOD GOD AT WORK
T| MOTHY Timothy Keller Gene Edward Veith Jr.

In the midst of the ongoing
toil, many are plagued by a
lack of purpose, confused
as to what to do and who
to become. The truth is that

How we can relish and
enjoy our work while
honoring God and serving
others, all the while avoiding
the extremes of negativity

s

Every Good on the one hand and mos;ofuswork because
Endeavor idolatry on the other. we have to.
BUSINESS FOR THE THE ONE MINUTE
GLORY OF GOD s 2R MANAGER
Wayne Grudem Kenneth Blanchard

The brief volume tells a
story, recounting three
techniques of an effective
manager: one-minute goals,
one-minute praisings and
one-minute reprimands.

PR  Sce how your business, and
ERRENEENAE  your life in business, can be

G O D dedicated to God’s glory.

— oo THE IDEAL TEAM GOD IN THE MARKET
aiin : PLAYER PLACE
e [DEAL Patrick Lencioni Henry T. Blackaby

A great book for discussions
with Christian businessmen
at all stages of their careers
about how to make good
decisions relating to their
family, their work, and their
faith.

TEAM PLAYER  Whether you're a leader

i o trying to create a culture
around teamwork, a staffing
professional looking to hire
real team players, or a team
player wanting to improve
yourself, this book will prove
useful and compelling.
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| THE powER of BRssION .' .
and PERSEVERANCE

The
Tipping 'oint

shew LT 1T A
SARE LB R

Maleolm
 Gladwell

THE

DICHOTOMY
EADERSHIP

JOCKO WILLINK
AND
LEIFBABIN

THOUGHTS FOR
YOUNG MEN

J.C. Ryle and Michael Foster
Highly recommended to
pastors, youth leaders, and
parents, who are looking for

a resource that will assist
them in training young

men to be bold, devoted
followers of Christ, who will
impact the world.

GRIT

Angel Duckworth
Uncovering that
achievement isn’t reserved
for the talented only, but
for those with passion and
perseverance.

THE TIPPING POINT
Malcolm Gladwell
Malcolm Gladwell considers
the importance of context
and the finer details in our
environments.

THE DICHOTOMY OF
LEADERSHIP

Jocko Willink and Leif Babin
Building strong relationships
with your team without
letting your feelings stop

you from doing what's
necessary; it's about driving
results without pushing too
hard.

WAL MOORE
SLEADERSHIP

EXCELLENCE WINS
Horst Schulze

One of the founding
members of The Ritz
Carlton Hotel Company
recounts his career
and shares his vision of
leadership.

OUTLIERS

Malcolm Gladwell

Outliers is a book all about
individuals who do things
that go beyond the realm of
the ordinary— uncovering
the secrets that separate
the best from the rest.

EXTREME OWNERSHIP
Jocko Willink and Leif Babin
Leadership principles that
have enabled SEAL leaders
and teams to achieve
extraordinary results, and
explain how these insights
can be applied to achieve
success in all aspects of
business and life.

HAL MOORE ON
LEADERSHIP

Harold G. Moore

Can business activity in
itself be morally good and
pleasing to God?
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G.A. HENTY (acE 8-14)

WITH LEE IN
VIRGINIA

IN THE HEART OF
TH[ ROCKI[S

i Advunir e e Colesabs 1

0. A Hemty
bl TP Y

G A HENTY

WITH LEE IN VIRGINIA

The Civil War, as seen
through the eyes of young
Vincent Windfield, a
teenager from the South
and heir to a southern slave
plantation, who supports
the rights of slaves but,
because of fidelity to the
state of Virginia, fights for
the Confederacy.

THE DRAGON AND THE
RAVEN

Set in the late 9th century
during the rule of Alfred the
Great, the story follows the
adventures of the fictional
character Ealdorman
Edmund as he and King
Alfred fight against Danish
Viking invaders.

IN THE HEART OF THE
ROCKIES

On their quest for a gold
mine, Tom Wade and
his little band is spied
on by Indians, chased
across the Bad Lands,
and overwhelmed by

a snowstorm in the
mountains.

WINNING HIS SPURS

A historical adventure
novel set during the Third
Crusade. It follows the
travels of Cuthbert, from his
home in the great forests
near Evesham, England, to
the Holy City of Jerusalem,
and back again.

e B afmm

A KMIGHT OF THE

WHITE CROSS: A

TALE OF THE S1EGE
Or RITODES

Fe L

G0 A HENTY

In Freedom's Cause

A KNIGHT OF THE
WHITE CROSS

Starting as a page of the
Grand Master, Gervaise
quickly attains knighthood
and defends Europe and
Christendom against the
anarchy of piracy in the
Mediterranean at that time
and the expansion of the
Turkish empire.

A TALE OF THE
WESTERN PLAINS

Follows the exploits of
Hugh, a young English
lad who leaves England
for Texas, where

he experiences the
lawlessness of the West.

IN FREEDOM'’S CAUSE

The gripping tale of the

13th century rebellion of the
people of Scotland. Though
time has burnished the
feats of these great heroes,
Wallace and Bruce were
real people whose courage,
loyalty, and ingenuity are
inspirational even today.

THE LION OF THE
NORTH

The Lion of the North, a tale
of the Times of Gustavus

Adolphus and the Wars of
Religion.
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We are a story-formed creatures. We dream, worry, and hope in
story. Stories shape our identity, our ethos. They motivate us and
move us.

Which is why there’s something irresistibly compelling about

life set to music and stories on the silver screen that grip our
imagination. Movies (the right ones) have the potential to touch
the heart, light the imagination, and inspire us to the good life.
Movies (the right ones) have the power to move, inspire, educate,
warn, motivate, and open us up to the possibilities of a world to
explore.

I've kept a list of movies I've wanted to watch with my son since he
was born. | started buying them so I'd have them when he came
of age.

Now, every dad will have to make their own call on the age-
appropriateness of movies they show their sons.> Wisdom is
needed for sure. The wrong movies can do just as much damage
as good movies do good work. Movies full of vulgar, crass,
gratuitous language and demeaning smut and perversity can
warp the mind and soul. So, wisdom is needed so that we guard
our sons minds and hearts from being exposed to a kind of evil
and perversion they can’t un-see.

For me, | have different thresholds of tolerance. For violence and
language, my threshold is always...is it gratuitous or real life?

For instance, my son and | have watched such movies like “Band
of Brothers,” “Black Hawk Down,” and “Saving Private Ryan.” All of
these movies are awash with violence and language. But there’s
something about it that doesn’t bother me. It's context-appropriate
(if I got my leg shot off in the middle of Mogadishu, just gonna be
honest, might drop an f-bomb or two) and it's not gratuitous. It's
telling an historical event in accurate terms.

3 As arule, Sharon and | never show a movie to our kids we haven’t seen / vet-
ted ourselves. But even for those we have seen, | sometimes need a refresher
as to the content. Plugged In is my go-to resource for movie reviews. More than
once it's saved my bacon and steered me away from a movie we would have
started and then had to shut down.
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That's much different than popping in a Quentin Torrentino movie
where it’s just a steady stream of torrid language and gratuitous
violence. (I have never actually seen one...only short clips of one...
enough to know | wasn't interested in his style at all).

And | have a different tolerance for language and violence

than | do lusty skanky-tempty sexy skin scenes. Those kind of
things awaken desires in a boy that can only be fulfilled rightly in
marriage. So I'm not going to expose my son to that. My job is to
make his fight against temptation easier, not harder. And | don’t
want him to think that | think it's okay for any man to feed his mind
with that filth. And | tell him that. “Son, I'm a one-woman man...
which means | don’t feed my mind images that would tempt me
to lust after any other women. I've got eyes for your mom alone,
full stop. So we’re not watching that”

The list of movies below have varying degrees of violence and
language. As | just stated, | draw the line at sex, lewdness, and
crass joking. Even some movies | love in spirit (Iron Man 2, Iron
Man 3) we have simply avoided because of gratuitous shots
of scantily clad women gyrating all over the screen or hanging
around in the back. If I'd be uncomfortable watching it with my
mom, why would | watch it with my son?

And fast-forwarding, in most cases, doesn’t always work. We've
made a few exceptions, but not many.

This isn't prudish. This is wisdom. | am just not interested in
playing fast and lose with my son’s thought life.

The point is this..whatever you choose to show your son, have

a reason for it, and think it through. For me, I've decided that it's
better for him to miss the movie than put images in his head he
can’t unsee. Of the many things | want to do as a dad, awaken
lust isn’t one of them. So the ROI on such movies just isn’t enough
for me to risk it. He'll struggle enough without his dad showing
him movies that add to the fire of flesh he’s already working keep
under control. ’'m not going to throw gas on it.

Plus, if 'm telling him to be vigilant and guard his eyes and protect
what he takes in, but then go play movies that defy all of that?
How do you spell hypocrite again?
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Here’s a couple things to keep in mind when you watch these
movies:

Maximizing the Experience..for us that means phone off, family
room door closed, shades pulled, fire going. Maybe we put it on
the calendar or at the end of a Saturday work day. Invite some of
his buddies over, make it a reward for a good week at school or a
hard weekend worked, get some fun food and drink, build it up...
Man Movie Night!

Set it Up...explain why you love the movie in advance. Let the
anticipation build. Tell the story of the first time you saw it. Explain
why it’s such a big part of history or science or the human
experience or why it moves you as a man. Part of being a good
dad is learning to build expectations and anticipation. Practice
with movies.

Pause and Process...stop the movie, make sure he’s tracking, ask
him questions, take advantage of drawing out villains motives,
bravery, courage, cowardice, make connections to modern
equivalents, etc. (Obviously don’t be obnoxious about it...movies
have flow...don’t interrupt a dramatic moment to make a point...let
it land, find a natural breaking point, then pause).

Watch it Twice...| know this might violate some of your movie
codes, but we love to watch a movie twice. We Were Soldiers,
Magnificent Seven, We Are Marshall, Warrior, and many others
have enjoyed multiple viewings. When the movie is made well,
with layers of story and setting and character development,

the more you watch the more you catch and the better you
appreciate it. There’s some on this list we've watched dozens of
times.

So, without further ado, here’s my list.
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MOVIES

EVERY STRONGER MAN SHOULD WATCH

War is the work of good men because evil exists in the world. God calls us

to be protectors, which means we’ll need to be familiar with violence. We'll
need to know where our line is and what we’ll do if it’s crossed. We'll need to
have a code, an ethos. Something to guide us when everything is on the line.
Not all of them have simple characters. Some lead characters are complex,
broken, struggling. But these movies get good and evil right, and they tap
into the deep places of the protector every man was made to play.

THE PATRIOT
Rated R

GLADIATOR WE WERE
= Rated R SOLDIERS
¥ Rated R

BRAVEHEART BLACK HAWK ; 4 TEARS OF
Rated R DOWN G &y THE SUN

 'Rated R

TO END ALL ACT OF
4 WARS

VALOR

Rated R Rated R

(t-- 6 WHERE Bl THE GREAT THIRTEEN
EAGLES DARE ESCAPE DAYS
wHERe eacres  Rated NR Rated NR Rated PG-13
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NES
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CRIMSON A FEW GOOD S FREE STATE
TIDE MEN _ OF JONES
Rated R Rated R Rated R
CRIMSON TIDE
AMERICAN
GLORY ‘ (T)I:‘ETBHREIDGE SNIPER QMEIEEZAN
Rated R RIVER KWAI
Rated PG Rated R
GLORY
LONE BAND OF SEAL TEAM
SURVIVOR BROTHERS | SIX: THE
2 (MINISERIES) %é?M?ANBIN
vl Rated R Rated LADEN
BANDEBROTHERS Rated NR
@
"oﬂm-u TECHMICOLGE
NORTHWEST
:4”45-:.3?.» PASSAGE
IPACE) _ &
muq Rated PG-13
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FANTASY / THRILLER

The story-lines are brilliant, the story-telling first class, and the redemptive
narrative in all of them is almost copy-right infringement on the Bible. These
movies hit on family, fallen state of man, sin, evil, resistance, hope, faith,
love, family, loyalty, courage, grit, perseverance, and ultimately redemption.
In many there is an archetypal Christ figure and in every one we see man’s
irresistible need for hope, purpose, redemption, happiness, eternity and
eternal reward. They celebrate all the right things (evil is bad, courage

is good, the nobility of fighting for your convictions no matter the cost to
yourself, etc). The opportunity for gospel conversations in these movies is
endless. And they will fire your son’s imagination and bend the rules of what
he thought possible in the world God made. The sheer creativity of man
made in God’s image that comes out in these movies is just remarkable.

STAR WARS THE LORD OF THE HOBBIT
(SAGA) THE RINGS
(TRILOGY) Rated PG-13
Rated PG-13 y
4 Rated PG-13
INCEPTION THE 9_4,"’5555 AVENGERS
PRESTIGE By ENDGAME
Rated PG-13 roed Pots |
| Rated PG-13
HAN OF STEEL ?TAENELOF
Rated PG-13
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As men we were made to be athletes.. to train, sweat, compete, win. “On

the field of friendly strife are sewn the seeds that on other fields, on other
days, will bear the fruit of victory.” Gen. MacArthur. So true. These movies will
have you whooping, hollering, cheering, crying. You can’t help but pull for the
characters. I'm a sucker for a good sports movie, and these are my favorites.
So many leadership and life lessons.

B WARRIOR (Q\ CHARIOTS
Rated PG-13 flfagg OF FIRE
~E5. Rated PG

FUUNEy SR

el

FIRST OTYMPICS

ATHENS 189

!

THE FIRST
OLYMPICS

Rated NR

' B ]

Rated PG

WE ARE
MARSHALL

M roted PG

* THE LAST
DANCE

FIELD OF
DREAMS

Rated PG

RADIO

MAATT DAMON CHEISTIAN BME
REMEMBER  Filliil, FERRARI FORD V.
Rated PG

THE TITANS
Rated PG Rated PG-13
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For me, nothing captures the imagination like the great American West. The
untamed broncs, leather saddles, cattle drives, range wars, Indian raids, dust,
desert and more all hearken to a time when men were men. It also hearkens
to the golden years of America when we valued such virtues as patriotism,
independence, freedom, responsibility, and a pioneering spirit. The American
Frontier story embodies the mystery man who sauntered into town, tamed the
evil, and rode on to do it again in other places. The loner who stands against
the odds to kill the dragon, win the girl, protect the town, tame the land. Often
a man with a checkered past hoping to escape it and build something new. A
man who knew how to work hard, mind his business, and lend a hand when
needed. A man who knew how to live off the land and survive no matter the
circumstance. A man familiar with violence, but kept his own violent urges
under control unless evil came knocking. We could use some of that in our
day again. Look no further than the American Cowboy.

OPEN RANGE
Rated R

THE
SEARCHERS
Rated TV-PG

THE
MAGNIFICENT
SEVEN

Rated PG

LouIs KAMDURS

tHeman  THESACKETTS rue

3:10 TO

YUMA | WHO SHOT SACKETTS
iz LIBERY P8 o
Rated PG-13 | VALANCE e Rated TV-PG
Rated PG-13
TOM SELLECK 5 FaniLy FEATURE]
THE SHADOW CROSSFIRE &% THE MAN
RIDERS TRAIL =

Rated TV-PG Rated NR
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JOHNWAYNE

B
Gmgfmm

" WARWAGOR
r

" Rated TV-PG
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ADVENTURE / INTRIGUE

Sometimes you need philosophy, sometimes you need reflection, and
sometimes you just need a good old-fashioned swash-buckling shoot-em-up
popcorn adventure movie with a great soundtrack. Look no further.

Rated PG-13

THE
¥ FUGITIVE
" 4 Rated PG-13

el THE
GUARDIAN
Rated PG-13

ONLY THE
BRAVE

Rated PG-13

AMAZON DRIGINAL

111125/l THIRTEEN

LIVES
Rated PG-13

CLEAR AND
PRESENT
DANGER

Rated PG-13

THE
KINGDOM
. Rated R

~oF THE FINEST
i HOURS

Rated PG-13

TRAITOR
Rated PG-13

THE PATRIOT
GAMES

Rated R

APOLLO 13
Rated PG

EVEREST
Rated PG-13

—

SRSURR
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POLITICAL INTRIGUE / DRAMA / CLASSICS

These movies may not wow you with epic soundtracks or CGlI effects, but
I've included them here because it’s like...if you haven't watched them, can
you truly say you’re a movie aficionado? They may be old, but they're classic
for a reason. Storytelling at its finest.

MR SMITH ITSA F 12 ANGRY
s \(I;vggfll.{l%TON WONDERFUL S MEN
LIFE M Rated PG-13
Rated NR b Rated PG
CITIZEN
KANE
Rated PG
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There is nothing more powerful than the Word of God in shaping
the life of a young man (or yours, for that matter). Teaching your
son early the value of God’s Word is at the top of your to-do lists
as a dad.

There are many ways to do this. | started reading the Picture
Bible to my boys when they were little (like my dad did with me
and my brother). Then the graduated to a youth-Bible. Then, for
Levi’s 16th birthday, | just gave him his first leather-bound Bible
he’ll have the rest of his life.

We value the Word of God

If manhood is a journey, there can be no matter map and
compass than the Word of God and the Holy Spirit.

I want my son to learn to hear the voice of God. | believe God has
spoken in His Word. Then | need to get my son’s head and heart
into the Word.

A couple encouragements if you're just getting started.

Do it with him. It won’t carry any weight if this is a “do as | say,

not as | do” deal. Your son will value the Word of God when he
sees you value the Word of God. If it's not shaping you, gripping
you, changing you, why would he be interested? Haven'’t had
that experience yet? No better reason or time to start. Dive in
together, and show him how a humble man learns new things. No
shame in that. Exemplary.

Get him under it. Being in church is a huge part of cultivating a
love for God’s Word with my kids. Every week we talk about the
sermon...what did you learn? What surprised you? Convicted
you? Confused you? It’s such an easy and natural weekly touch
point to underscore the importance of God’s Word in your life and
how you are being shaped by it (you are, right? If not, see my first
point). He should see you every week with Bible open, pen out,
taking notes. Help him take notes. Review them together. Easy-
peasy. Big win.
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Start with small wins. If | was just starting out, | would do a chapter
a day, starting with Luke or John or Proverb. You don’t need to
jump in the deep end. Paul’s epistles are awesome too. I'll include
more plans for you to choose from. Do what fits you best. No
right or wrong way. Like staying hydrated...should | drink a lot at
once or a little all day? Should | drink from a Nalgene or a sippy
cup? Doesn’'t matter dude, just get it in you.

Memorize short verses. These will equip him with weapons he
can fight the fight of faith, short daggers he can pull out if he gets
in a street fight with his flesh. Short verses are like EDC weapons
(every day carry)..when doubt, fear, anxiety, temptation, lust,
anger, or pride raise their ugly head, he’s got something he can
grab and go to battle. Without these truths to grab, he’s in a battle
field with no weapon.

Memorize long verses. Your son has the ability to memorize now
that he won't later. Young minds are incredibly supple and able

to absorb a lot. The wise dad will take advantage of that. If short
verses are daggers he can pull out in a street fight, long passages
are like Naval canons he can fire on enemy shores before he
makes a beach landing. Life is war, he has an enemy, your son
needs weapons and ammo. Give him some. Romans 8, Psalm 1,
James 1, Psalm 46 are great places to start.
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EVERY STRONGER MAN SHOULD
MEMORIZE

FRIENDS

Proverbs 18:24 ~ Reliable Friends
Proverbs 17:17 ~ Brothers are born for adversity
Proverbs 13:20 ~ You become like your friends

Proverbs 27:17 ~ iron sharpens Iron
Proverbs 12:126 ~ Choose your friends carefully
Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 ~ Two are better than one
Hebrews 3:12-13 ~ Spur one another on
Proverbs 27:5-6 You can trust a good friend

THE WAY OF WISDOM

Proverbs 19:20 Listening to advice
Proverbs 6:20-23 wisdom will guide you
Proverbs 4:20-27 Guard your heart
Ephesians 5:15-20 Make the most of every opportunity
Isaiah 30:21 ~ Listen to the voice of God
Proverbs 9:10 ~ Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom
Psalm 90:12 ~ Time is short

PURITY

Hebrews 13:4 ~ honoring the marriage bed
Philippians 4:8 ~ Your thoughts
Psalm 119:9 ~ How to stay pure
2 Timothy 2:22 ~ Flee from temptation
Romans 12:1-2 ~ Offer your body as a living sacrifice to God
Matthew 5:8 ~ The pure in heart will see God
Psalm 51:10 ~ Create in me a pure heart or God
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PERSEVERANCE

Proverbs 24:10 ~ Don't falter in times of trouble
Proverbs 24:16 ~ if you fall, get up again
James 1:2-3 ~ Persevere through trials
1 Corinthians 9:24-27 ~ Train with purpose
Hebrews 12:1-2 ~ Fix your eyes on Jesus
1 Timothy 4:7 ~ Fighting the good fight

WORK HARD

1 Thessalonians 5:14-22 ~ Don't be idle
1 Timothy 4:15-16 ~ Know the Word of God
1 Corinthians 15:10 ~ God's grace will have an effect on my life

GOD'S WORD

Hebrews 4:12 ~ God's Word is living and active
Psalm 1 ~ Meditating upon God's Word
Psalm 19:7-11 ~ God's Word revives your soul
Matthew 119:89 ~ God's Word is eternal
Isaiah 40:6-8 ~ People come and go, but God's Word is forever

CALLING

Ephesians 4:1 ~ Live honorably
Jeremiah 29:11 ~ God has a plan for your life
Philippians 1:6 ~ God will complete His work in me
Mark 1:17-18 ~ Following God is never boring
Philippians 3:7-9 ~ Nothing compares to knowing Christ

TRAIN/DISCIPLINE

Hebrews 12:1-2 ~ Run the race marked out for you
1 Timothy 4:8 ~ Train yourself in godliness
1 Timothy 4:16 ~ Guard your life & beliefs closely
John 15:5 ~ Remain in Christ
Philippians 3:14 ~ Pressing on towards Christ
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SELF-CONTROL

Titus 2:11-12 ~ Power over sin
Proverbs 25:28 ~ Self-control guards what you love
James 1:19-20 ~ Be slow to anger
2 Peter 1:5-7 ~ Practice self-control

INTEGRITY

Colossians 3:17 ~ In all you do, do it unto the Lord
James 1:22-24 ~ Obey what you've been taught
1 Timothy 4:12 ~ Set an example for others
Psalm 139:1-10 ~ Ask God to search my heart
James 4:8 ~ Don't be double-minded

GOD

Isaiah 40:28-31 ~ His strength within us
1 Timothy 1:12-17 ~ God's mercy in my life
Matthew 22:37-39 ~ Love God with all your heart, mind & strength
Psalm 27:14 ~ Trust His timing
Isaiah 46:9-11 ~ God's purposes will stand
Psalm 121 ~ God watches over you
Proverbs 3:5-7 ~ Submit to God and trust Him
Psalm 27:25-26 ~ God is the strength of my life
Psalm 96 ~ The greatness of our God
Romans 1:20 ~ We are without excuse for the existence of god
Revelation 21:2-5 ~ God's eternal nature

TEMPTATION
James 4:7-8 ~ Submit to God and resist the Devil
1 John 1:4 ~ God's presence in us is greater than temptation
Ephesians 6:10-18 ~ Put on the full armor of God
1 Corinthians 10:13 ~ God provides a way out
Galatians 5:16 ~ walk by the Spirit & you won't crave sin
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BOLDNESS

Romans 1:16 ~ | am not ashamed of the Gospel
Jeremiah 1:7-8 ~ Go where God calls you
Romans 8:1-4 ~ No condemnation for those in Christ
Psalm 12:11 ~ We triumph over the enemy

IDENTITY

1 Peter 2:9-12 ~ Chosen people
1 John 3:1 ~ We are children of God
Galatians 2:20 ~ | have been crucified with Christ
2 Corinthians 5:21-27 ~ we are God's ambassadors
Romans 8:15-16 ~ We have been given the Spirit of son-ship
Romans 8:1-17 ~ Put to death the flesh & live by the Spirit

GOSPEL

Romans 10:13-14 ~ Preaching Jesus to others
Romans 10:17 ~ Faith comes through hearing
1 Corinthians 15:1-3 ~ Hold firmly to it
1 Corinthians 1:18 ~ Jesus is the power of God
1 Peter 2:24-25 ~ Jesus bore our sins on the cross
Ephesians 2:6-10 ~ saved by grace for good work
Romans 8:1-2 ~ We have been set free
Romans 5:1-8 ~ Justification

CONFIDENCE

Romans 8:38-39 ~ Nothing can separate us from God's love

Psalm 27 ~ Confidence in the face of enemy attack

2 Timothy 1:7 ~ We are not timid
Joshua 1:7-9 ~ Be courageous
John 15:33 ~ Jesus has overcome the world
John 14:27 ~ Do not fear
Romans 8:28 ~ Al things work out for God's glory
Hebrews 4:16 ~ Confidence in prayer

Romans 8:37-39 ~ Nothing can separate us from God's love
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LOVING OTHERS

Matthew 20:26-28 ~ Serve others with your life
Ephesians 4:29-31 ~ Watch your speech & build others up
John 13:34-35 ~ Love others as God loved you

FORGIVENESS

Ephesians 4:32 ~ Forgive as God forgave you
Proverbs 19:11 ~ Itis one's glory to overlook an offense
1 John 1:9 ~ if we confess our sins, God will forgive
Psalm 103:12 ~ God remembers our sins no more

HUMILITY

1 Peter 5:5-11 ~ Humble yourself before God
Proverbs 29:23 ~ Humility brings honor
Philippians 2:3-4 ~ Consider others over yourself

SPIRITUAL GROWTH

1 Peter 1:3-4 ~ God has given us everything we need
Hebrews 10:24-35 ~ Don't give up meeting with the Church
Isaiah 40:30-31 ~ God is the source of sustaining power

COURAGE

Philippians 1:20-21 ~ Courage in life or in death
Joshua 1:9 ~ Courage with what God has called you to do

DISCERNMENT

Philippians 1:9-11 ~ Discern what is best and pure
1 Thessalonians 5:21-22 ~ Test all things
1 John 4:1 ~ Discern the Spirit God or false teachers
Romans 12:9-10 ~ Hate what is evil; cling to what is good
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In our Stronger Man Code, we say:

As a Man, | will be ready, willing, and able to do my job, in
the service of others, no matter the cost to myself.

This one sentence carries many things. It carries our courageous
and sacrificial ethos. It carries higher purpose. It carries the
assumption that as a man we actually have a job to do that flows
out of the core of our identity as a Son made in God’s image.

So when we say a Stronger Man is ready, willing and able, we are
saying that to be a man requires the right mindset (ready), the right
heart posture (willing), and a certain level of competency (able).

In other words, your boy needs to grow in the skill sets required to
be a man.

This section speaks to your boy’s able-ness. If it's good to be a
man, it’s also good to be good at being man.

So..what are the particular skills you think he needs to be good
at being a man? I've compiled a list on the following pages. The
list came to me one night as | sat thinking about my two sons. The
process was simple. | thought about the job God'’s given them

to protect, provide, lead, and love, and then | thought about the
practical skills they’d need to be proficient in to fulfill their God-
given responsibilities.

This is just intended to get you started. As you look through it, you
may start a list of your own.

Here are a few things to consider:

Be creative. The following list has a ton of potential to be an
absolute blast. One dad, upon realizing he needed to teach his
son the art and skill of courting a girl, gave his son the assignment
of taking mom out on dates...hold the door, ask good questions,
be chivalrous, make her feel protected and valued. What a

68



PART 3 | IDEAS & STARTING POINTS

great idea! Multiple wins and multiple levels. Genius. There are
a thousand ways he could learn the following skills. Put some
thought into it, recruit your wife’s input, make it fun.

Ask other men to help. My guess is you don’t have all the skills
or knowledge needed to give your son everything he needs to
know. So recruit some help. That’s what I've done with Levi. And
the benefit is that | get to learn new things with him.

Don't try it all in one week. | realize the list is long. Don't feel like
you have to get it all done in the next 24 hours. And...

Don't put it off any longer. If you haven't started already, you're
already behind. There’s a lot to teach your boy, and time is ticking.
At least that’s how | felt. So get to work. Start today. Pick one a
week. Get into a routine and let the cumulative effect start to build.

Leverage normal moments. Don't let him get sloppy around the
house. Wield his room, his chores, his sibling relationships, his
school work, your yard, the garage, and other things to practice
these skills. The home is the training ground for life. The home

is where your son gets to practice being a man. If he’s sloppy at
practice, he’ll be sloppy on the field. Take advantage of the normal
moments.

Some of the skills listed below lend themselves to one-time
lessons. For instance, “How to shake a man’s hand.” Easy: firm,
solid grip, one pump, eye contact. Let him know he’s shaking the
hand of a man. One and done.

Others will require ongoing input. “How to pick a life-mate.” Well,
this one is more complex, and will include many conversations
over time, especially as the context of the playing field changes.
That conversation is theory at 12, principle-based at 14, but starts
getting real between 16-18. You get the point.

Hopefully, this list will spark your imagination for things to pass on
to your son in the category of skills he’ll need to be good at being
man.
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SKILLS

EVERY STRONGER MAN
SHOULD CULTIVATE

1. Character, Integrity & Personal Strength

How to build strong character and integrity

How to take ownership and responsibility

How to finish something hard

How to make wise decisions

How to make decisions under pressure

How to say “no”

How to manage his emotions instead of being controlled by them
How to identify and communicate his feelings
How to apologize and repent like a man

How to stand alone when convictions are tested
How to guard his heart and mind

How to deal with temptation

How to handle success

How to avoid failure and handle it when it happens
How to journal for growth

How to learn anything (meta-learning)

How to raise the bar in any room he enters

2. Faith & Spiritual Formation

How to pray

How to pray for his future wife

How to become the answer to his future wife’s prayers
How to read the Bible

How to fight for sexual purity

Internet use and guarding against temptation

How to guard the purity of women around him

3. Relationships, Respect & Honor

How to build and maintain healthy relationships
How to be a good friend

How to communicate in a relationship

How to avoid assumptions and relational landmines
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How to build trust

How to treat siblings well

How to encourage and affirm men

How to appropriately encourage and affirm women
How to show honor, respect, and nobility toward women
How to treat women as sisters

How to be chivalrous in a chauvinistic culture

How to protect women physically and emotionally

How to honor the future husbands of the girls he knows
How to honor his future wife with his behavior right now
How to avoid leading a girl on

How to avoid defrauding a girl emotionally

4. Manhood, Masculinity & Gentleman Skills
How to be a grown man in a boys’ world

How to shake a man’s hand

How to hug another man

How to shake a woman’s hand

How to hug a woman appropriately

How to look people in the eye

How to be a gentleman

How to cultivate situational awareness

How to cultivate thinking of others intentionally

5. Pursuing a Woman & Building a Marriage

How to pursue a noble woman honorably

How to attract a noble woman

How to win a woman’s affection

How to be a one-woman man

How to romance and love a woman well

How to keep one woman thriving for a lifetime

How to prepare now to later pursue the heart of a noble woman
How to become a man worth following

6. Leadership & Influence

How to lead a team

How to follow strong leadership

How to lead when leadership is absent

How to set culture (team, locker room, friend group)
How to elevate the conversation in any room
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How to raise the standard for others

How to get others to “stand out in the rain with you” (inspire loyalty)
How to effectively agree to disagree

How to address, confront, and resolve conflict

7. Professional Excellence & Work Ethic
How to get a job in any market

How to make yourself indispensable to any team
How to build business acumen

How to provide something people will buy
How to pitch an idea

How to close a deal

How to negotiate

How to identify a good vs. bad opportunity
How to identify good vs. bad investments
How to build a strong professional network
How to find mentors

8. Financial & Practical Life Skills

How to manage money

How to create a budget

How to use and build credit wisely

How to manage time

How to set reasonable goals and push yourself
Basic first aid

Basic mechanical skills (tires, oil, spark plugs)
How to change a tire

How to cook a good meal

How to plan something that succeeds

9. Physical Fitness, Discipline & Capability

How to operate at high capacity (diet, exercise, sleep)
How to fight (basic fighting skills)

How to avoid a fight—and win one if it starts

How to defend yourself and others

How to handle firearms safely

How to clean a gun

How to effectively wield a firearm

How to develop an operational mindset

10. Outdoor Skills & Survival
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How to cut and stack firewood

How to fish

How to survive alone in the woods

How to navigate by stars or compass

How to start a fire (even in the rain)

How to find and build shelter

Basic tactical driving

How to be on the offensive behind the wheel

11. Communication, Influence & Expression
How to read for comprehension

How to write for persuasion

How to speak with confidence

How to be clear and direct

How to elevate conversations

How to ask great questions

How to tell stories that connect with people

12. Winning, Competing & Team Dynamics
How to play on a team

How to win honorably

How to lose graciously

How to lose and still come out stronger

How to hold the line when others compromise
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Our job as dads is to call sons into a life lived for a higher purpose.
This life-plan exercise is a great way to help your son think about
that and start shaping and articulating his own values, goals, and
ultimately discovering the purpose for which God made him.

The point isn’t to “nail it” the first time. I've been writing and
re-writing my life purpose and vision statement for 25 years. It's
always evolving and growing with me as a man. The point is..the
meaningful life will not be drifted into, it will be marched towards.
This will help your son define the noble goals he wants to march
towards with his life.

A few thoughts:

Do it with him. | know, you starting to pick up the pattern? The best
book your son will read on manhood is the one you write with your
life. Doing this with him will make you a better man.

Revisit it annually. Set aside time at the beginning of every year (or
whenever works for you) to work through this exercise together.
What's changed? Evolved? Gotten clearer? What needs shoring
up? Addressing? It should be a work in progress.

Review it quarterly. Once articulated in your son’s own words,

it becomes an incredibly helpful tool for encouragement and
correction. “Well done, son. | see you living into your values with
that action. Outstanding.” Or, “Son, help me understand what’s
going on. Those words and actions don’t line up with what | know
you've said you want to be. What’s going on? How can | help?”

Make it season-specific. Help your son shape each statement
for the season of life he’s in. This will give it more bite than broad
statements.

Most boys, if not all, are drifting through life with no sense of
purpose. Imagine how your son will be different. With your help,
he will walk into courtship, marriage, his vocational calling and
Kingdom building knowing exactly who he is, what he’s about, and
why he’s there. THAT is a gift. This tool can help towards that end.
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My Life’s Constitution

Write out, in the declarative future-tense (example: “l will...”),

a vision statement for your life in the following areas. This
articulates your goals, your aim, the kind of man you want to be.

Identity: Son, with a father to please.
Job: Love God, Love People, Love One Woman

My Relationship with Jesus

Questions to ask:
What do you want your relation with Jesus to be like?
What kind of priority will Jesus be in your life?

Example:

| will serve Jesus, my King and God my Father, to the end. | will
become a man who knows and loves the Word. | will submit my
life to Jesus and follow him as my Leader. | will courageously
follow Him and call others to do the same. | will act in audacious
faith in what God has called me to do and | will set out with
everything | have to change my generation for Jesus. If | fail, | will
fail while daring greatly. | will be a man of honor and integrity. |
will love my church and serve her in any and every capacity. | will
burn hot and bright to the end. I will run hard. At the end of my
turn at life, | will have blood on my uniform and dirt on my face.
My boots will be on and my clip will be empty.

My Relationship w/ Future Spouse
Questions to ask:
What kind of relationship do you want with your wife?
What kind of marriage do you want to have?
What kind of legacy do you want to leave?
What are you doing now to set good habits in place?
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Example:

I will love my wife till her death. She will never question my love
for her. Her emotional, spiritual, and physical needs will be met
while  am her man, and as long as | am around, she will feel safe,
loved and cherished. Our love will be fierce. | will pursue her with
the same intensity as | did when I first fell in love with her. We will
laugh often and create memories for several life-times. She will
be my best friend, my partner, my lover. | will protect her, love her,
and provide for her. | will listen to her and seek to understand her,
always being fascinated by the mystery of how God made her.
She will flourish under my leadership and her giftings will not be
wasted. She will be a better woman because she was married to
me.

They will say of me in the end, that whatever little talent he was
given, that he spent it in a worthy manner, for a worthy King, and
left it all on the field.

Identity: Soldier, with a battle to fight.
Job: Protect

My Sexual Purity
Questions to ask:
Define sexual purity? What does it mean to you?
What'’s your plan for sexual purity?
How will you ensure you remain pure as a man in heart and
action?
What are you doing now to set good habits in place?
What are your biggest temptations?
What are the consequences you see and understand if you
fail to protect yourself, other girls, and your future spouse?
Example:
I will be a man who walks in sexual purity and integrity. | will be
fierce in the fight to guard my heart and eyes. | will call others
do to the same, and if none follow, | will go alone. | will honor
God'’s daughters and treat them with respect. | will not lead
them down emotional roads that | do not intend to travel. | will
be an encouragement and a friend to them. | will not tease, flirt,
degrade, or speak unkindly in any form.
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Identity: Farmer, with a harvest to work.
Job: Provide

Questions to ask:
What kind of a worker will you be?
What do you want a boss to say about you when talking to
a friend?
How will your work contribute to the Kingdom of God?

Example: | will be a hard worker. Laziness will not be a word
associated with me. | will produce and work. | will show up early
and stay until the job is done. | will be trustworthy. | will make
every team I’'m on better, every business | work for stronger. | will
work so as unto the Lord and provide for those | am responsible
for. | will steward my money with wisdom. | will earn money
honestly, save it wisely, invest it carefully, spend it judiciously, and
give it generously. | will not spend it on frivolous things but on
things that last. | will be generous with | make and use it to bless
others.

Identity: Athlete, with a crown to win.
Job: Lead

Questions to ask:

What kind of leader do you want to be?

What disciplines will define your life?

How will you pursue excellence mentally, physically, and
spiritually?

What will you refuse to compromise?

How will your pursuit of greatness advance the Kingdom of God?

Example

I will be a man of discipline, consistency, and grit. | will train my
body, mind, and spirit to endure hardship, finish strong, and never
quit. I will rise while others sleep, continue when others quit,

and focus when others drift. | will steward my strength for God’s
mission, not my own glory.
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| will compete to display the greatness of the One who made me.
I will run for an eternal crown, not fading applause. | will reject
excuses, comfort, and passivity, embracing pain, discipline, and
sacrifice, knowing champions are forged in hidden places.

| will lead by example—lifting the weak, sharpening the strong,
and calling others into the arena. | will demand from myself what |
ask of others and lead with courage, action, and commitment.

At the finish ling, they will not say | coasted but that | poured
myself out. | will live with nothing held back and lay my crown at
the feet of Jesus, declaring every victory as His.
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One of the skills a dad will employ is proper celebration. This keeps the
fun, the warmth, and humanity in the process. Celebration is a powerful
way to affirm your son. It is good and right to celebrate. What a great
lesson for your son to carry into his adult life, and he should learn that
from you.

There are several powers of celebration. You should understand them
so you see why you can’t afford not to include them in the culture of
your home and the rhythm of your rite of passage journey with your son.

Celebration is fun. Who doesn't like a party? Celebrating a milestone or
a well-done is magnetic. It always rings true. And nobody wants to miss
out on celebrations. It brings joy to the home and heart. There’s lots

to celebrate in your home and the life of your son. Find it. Highlight it.
Celebrate it.

Celebration establishes your values. What you celebrate tells your
son what’s most important to you. When you celebrate something,
you’re saying, “This is what's most important to us.” When we cheer
for a touchdown, we’re saying “touchdowns are important!” When we
celebrate a noble act of chivalry done by our son on his own initiative,
we’re saying “taking responsibility to play the man is important!”

Celebration reinforces your values. Celebrate what you want to see
repeated. So true. Celebrations reveals values, and reinforces them.
What you get excited about tells your son what is most important and
will probably determine what he gets most excited about.

Celebration reminds you of what’s most important. If you want to
remember it, celebrate it. Birthdays, anniversaries, Christmas...these
things we regularly celebrate because, well, they’re worth it. And we
don’t want to forget it. Celebration helps with amnesia.

Celebration opens our heart to each other. Done right, celebrating your
son, in appropriate measures and ways, will open your son's heart up to
you more and more It’'s a powerful way to say “l love you” when you say
“| celebrate you.”
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Celebrations can be big or small. I've thrown huge parties for
Levi, and I've written him short notes. I've marked big occasions
with big gifts, and occasions with a hand on the shoulder, locked
eyes, and a “Son, | am so stinking proud of you. Well done.” Find
your way. Do it.

There is more to celebrate and affirm in the life of your son than
you might see. Us dads are wired to see what’s wrong and attack
that. And yes, sometimes that’s what’s needed.

A short word / tangent on that here. Remember, correction is
different than criticism. Correcting your son is important and
necessary. Criticizing your son is destructive. Complaining about
him in front of other people is devastating.

When you go to correct your son, and you will need to, do it
firmly, lovingly, and redemptively. Always correct to the standard.
If there was no standard in place to correct to, then recognize
that as your fail. Correct yourself, put a standard in place, and start
over.

But far more than correction (and I'm saying your son will need
correction!) is affirmation. You will make far more progress
affirming the positive attitudes and actions you desire rather than
correcting the attitudes you don’t.

Please hear me. I'm not saying don’t address the weeds in the
yard of your son’s life. I'm just saying don’t kill the entire yard for
a few weeds. Rather, fertilize the heck out of it. The best way to
get rid of weeds is to grow healthy grass. So, focus on who you
want your son to be and what you want him to do. If all you do is
pull weeds, you'll lose. The grass will die and you won't be able
to pull weeds fast enough. Fertilize, encourage, celebrate, affirm
the good, and the bad will get weeded out along the way. And

if a particular noxious weed crops up in one place or throughout
the yard, deal with it.

Your son needs correction, discipline, instruction, but all of that
must be in the context of an overwhelmingly affirming context.
You want to stay on the offensive, and use defense when you

need to.
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MOMENTS EVERY FATHER SHOULD
CELEBRATE IN THE LIFE OF HIS SON

The idea here is to note the mile markers in a son’s life that
naturally lend themselves to celebrations and opportunities

for the giving of tools and resources to help him level up into

the next stage of life. These moments are natural starting

lines that should catapult him into the next season of manhood
development. They should not be missed. They will be leveraged
by the wise and intentional dad to build something into the life of
his son and send him into the next chapter of manhood.

EVENTS

Birthdays (10, 13, 16, 18 were big ones for us)
Hunting License

First Gun

First Summer Job/Part-time/Full-time
Drivers License

First Car

High School Graduation

College Acceptance

College Graduation

7
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MOMENTS

Accomplishing something big

Finishing a goal set together

Doing something noble

Taking a new step in leadership

Doing something uncomfortable and excelling at it
First big failure or disappointment (learning resilience)
Sports accomplishments

School accomplishments

Routine demonstration of responsibility at home.

(The following are fun ways to consider celebrating different moments or
accomplishments.)

A meal..Levi and | have broken bread over more than one steak
at the Windmill. It's special and memorable every time.

A tool...often I'll mark a special occasion or accomplishment for
my sons by giving them a tool. | write a note, explain how to use it
and why they earned it, and give it to them in a special way.

A note...sometimes I'll leave my boy a note, highlighting
something he did well or | noticed that | admired.

A trip...sometimes it's fun to plan a trip together as a mile-marker
of age, or accomplishing something big, or just for relational
connection.
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EXAMPLE
QUARTERLY STRONGER MANPLAN _ / /

G DODD mEEE AnEE EEEE

Launch Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior

“Teach us to number our days, that we might gain a heart of wisdom.” Psalm 90:12

My Prayer for This Quarter: "Father, give me a vision for my son's future that moves me to act now.

Give me wisdom to know how to prepare him for your call. Give me patience when he struggles and

grace when he fails. Give me words to affirm and build him up. Give me a love for his unique wiring and

sensitivity to his frame. Help me to know how to push him & challenge him. And help us to have fun.

Amen."

My Guiding Life Values:

Friendship ‘ ‘Stewardship ‘ ’Hax‘d Vlork ‘ ‘Having Fun ‘ ‘Purity

In a sentence, what is my goal for my son? "/ want to prepare my son to hear from God and joyfully

respond unhindered to the call of God on his life."

How would | rate myself:

| am present...

1 2 3 4 5 6 m 8 9 10
N4

| am attentive...

1 2 3 4 @ 6 7 8 9 10
S

| am intentional...

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 @ 9 10
N\ 4
| am praying...
1 2 Q 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
N\ Y
| am asking him good questions...
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 @ 10
S
Game Changers:

What's one thing | need to stop doing right now?

What's one thing | need to start doing right now?

What's one thing sabotaging my son or our relationship | need to address?
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What areas can | affirm my son in? Where is he improving? Growing? Demonstrating signs of manhood? Working hard?

"Right now he's crushing schoolwork, displaying diligence and taking initiative. He's also doing very well

at encouraging his sister and caring for his mom. He's a wonderful friend, tender hearted, and working

very hard. And he loves to laugh. VERY proud of him."

Where is he struggling? "He can be overly sensitive to what other kids say at school. he gets easily

frustrated with them. Understandable, but | need to help him know how to lead in those moments, not

Just get angry."

What does he need from me? "More time talking. | realized in busyness of this last season we've lost

our bedtime routine. | will make more time in the evening to catch up. Also, need to show him how to

handle people who frustrate me."

1 REVIEW Wins: What can we celebrate from last quarter? (What worked, didn’t work? What will you keep? Improve?)

We had a great talk the other day regarding his attitude towards his chores. He was open and tender,

genuinely wanting to work on in. We also got to go out for dinner, just he and I. Great time of catching

up.
2 ASSESS Status: How are things going? (words I'd use to describe my relationship with my son would be __)

We're very busy right now. | want to make sure that doesn't translate into him thinking | have no time for

him. Sharon told me he's mentioned multiple times, "We'll, | don't want to bother dad." | don't want him to

ever think he's a bother to me, so | need to fix that.

2 IDENTIFY Challenges / Opportunities: The most important thing to address is: His physical challenges are

continuing to discourage him as the gap between what he can do and his peers can do grows. This

is an opportunity for him to acknowledge his weakness, identify his strengths, and press into these

opportunities. Time to focus on what he CAN do, not what he CAN'T do. This will be a critical life skill.

4 PLAN Success: |wilwinby: 1. Start working out at home with him to build confidence. 2. Ask him to

identify 5 personal strengths. 3. Reinstate our nightly "debrief" where | ask him questions and he knows

it's coming so he can plan on sharing things with me about his day.
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QUARTERLY STRONGER MAN PLAN (contp)

Questions to Ask

How will | encourage my son this quarter?

I will encourage my son this quarter by giving him consistent,
specific affirmations about his effort, character, and growth. I'll
make a point to notice the small things he does well and speak life
into him weekly.

Where / who is my son serving?

Currently not serving anywhere. I'd like to see if he can serve on
the Student Leadership Team at youth group. | will follow up with
this.

How will he serve / prioritize the Church?
I'm going to join the prayer team and have my son join me and
watch and listen to me pray with people.

What input does his mom have | need to listen to?
That reminds me | need to ask her!

What struggle could | share with him and ask for prayer
about?

I'm being overloaded by work because an employee quit. Not
the greatest time for that! My attitude is short, so | need prayer
for when | come home and interact with family.

Where could | include him more in my profession / life?
Need to think this one through more. I'm gonna ask around

How could | give him more responsibility? What could I put
him in charge of around the house?

He's going to own the lawn this year. Fertilizing, weeding,
mowing, weed whacking.

Where am | or my wife doing something for him that he
should be doing for himself?

- Fixing every meal for him. He needs to learn meal prep.

- Tithing -- | need to help him set up his own system so he gets
it done on his own.

What do | need to help him start thinking about for the
future?

- He'll be driving next year. We've done a few driving sessions,
and he drives a tractor now and then, but | need to get him
comfortable behind the wheel.

What's his next big starting line we should be preparing

for / working towards / praying about? (driving, job, sports,
graduation, girl friend, college, big purchase, marriage, etc)
- Next summer he needs to be working full-time. | need to take
more initiative in helping him find work. He wants to save up
for a vehicle, so | need to help him figure it out. This will also
be a natural time to help him with a budget.

What's his next leadership challenge? Where is he leading
his peers? How could | help with that?

Right now his class lacks leadership. | need to help him
take small steps of leadership: speaking up, starting quality
conversations,

What do we enjoy doing together? How can I find a way to
do more of that with him?

He's really gotten into trail biking, so I'm gonna get a bike and
do it with him.
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Something cool we did:

I was able to take him with me on a work trip.

He sat in on a few of my meetings and got to be
around some incredible leaders. In the evenings
we ate out and discussed things he learned. We
also got to see some beautiful parts of the city and
saw some historical sites around that area. It was a
great time of connecting.

Something I’'m proud of him for completing
/ being / doing:

This year, his team was horrible. All the seniors
had graduated, and it left a lot of holes. They

only won two games, but his attitude and effort
were exemplary. He consistently encouraged his
teammates and played hard to the last second of
each game. Very proud of him.

One way | see God’s grace in my son’s life
is:

| see God's grace in his responses to his siblings.
He's more gentle and patient. | can tell he's trying.
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Role Focus: Provider
Virtues Focus: Work Ethic ,__Perseverance ,___Responsibility
Skill Focus: _Learn to cook, Lead a team, How to pray,
Word for the Quarter / Year: ___Focus
Area of Focus Challenge Plan Reward
e We're going to memorize 6 verses I'm going to pick for the categories We'll do a guy's
Spiritual this quarter, 1for each month above on "Hard Work" "Purity" and | movie night ﬁ“/we
"Identify" complete it
We are going to read Basic 1 Chapter/week. ??
Intellectual Economics by Thomas Sowell
Physical We're going to continue do a Adding 2 push ups per day for a Loser buys the
push- up challenge month winner dinner (this
is probably the last
year I'll win)
. N X Ask Brian: How did you start? What's
Vocational Meet with my buddy Brian who owns | payroll? Have you et lost it all?
his own business and is in the field What's the best advice you received?|
my son wants to pursue What should | do to prepare to do
what you do?
Financial I need to open up a bank account for | will get this done next Thursday Having the freedom
him and get him a debit card and choice if/how
to spend his own
money
Relational Write out all the character qualities We will meet monthly and discuss
you want in your future wife. who are some of those potential
women currently. Commit to prayer

Big Adventure (what big adventure will we go on?)

This quarter | plan to take him on a backpacking trip. He's
been asking to get out. We'll camp 2 days in the bush
and maybe do some fishing. It'll be good to survive off
the land get away, just the two of us.

Next Tool to give him

I'm going to buy him a Garmin watch, and we’ll talk about
how stronger men are men of responsibility. Part of that
responsibility is remembering that every minute in life
matters—time is limited and valuable. Stronger men take
ownership of their time and respect the time of others.

Major Life Events to celebrate (birthday, crossroads)

out for a fun dinner.

16th Birthday is coming up. | want to gift him that Garmin watch. We're going to celebrate with family, then I'll take him
e'llmake a plan to look for a vehicle for him that he's gonna buy with his own money.

Key Mentors

I really like the track coach. He's a Christian, knows
how to build team and develop leaders. He's about
character, attitude and effort. I'd like to get my son
around him and learn some self-discipline.

Friends

He has a couple of close buddies. | want him to
continue to cultivate those friendships. I'm going to let
my son know my house is available whenever he wants
to invite them over. I'll have food ready for them. I'd also
like to see my son take more leadership with those
boys and start a Bible studly, or maybe go through "The
knowledge of the Holy" by Tozer.
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QUARTERLY STRONGER MAN PLAN (conTD)

Role Focus: Provider
Virtues Focus: Work Ethic Perseverance ,___Responsibility
Skill Focus: _Learn to cook, Lead a team, How to pray,
Word for the Quarter / Year: _ Focus
Dream Big (Space of Unlimited Possibilities)
MONTH & YEAR:
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
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Push-up Workout|

]

Push-up Workout

]
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]

Push-up Workout|

Push-up Workout
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L] | ] ] L] [ ] ]
Push-up Workout| Push-up Workout Push-up Workout
] [ ] ] L] [ ] ]

]

]
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Push-up Workout

]

Push-up Workout
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Use this calendar to keep track of physical fitness goals, Bible reading plans, reading schedules,



MONTH & YEAR:

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
] ﬁ ] ] ] ] |
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Push-up Workout Push-up Workout Push-up Workout
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important events, and big adventures you schedule with your son.
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QUARTERLY STRONGER MANPLAN _ / /
G DODD mEEE AnEE EEEE

Launch Freshman Sophmore Junior Senior
“Teach us to number our days, that we might gain a heart of wisdom.” Psalm 90:12
My Prayer for This Time:

My Guiding Life Values:

In a sentence, what is my goal for my son?

How would | rate myself:

| am present...

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
| am attentive...

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
| am intentional...

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
| am praying...

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
| am asking him good questions...

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Game Changers:

What's one thing | need to stop doing right now?

What's one thing | need to start doing right now?

What's one thing sabotaging my son or our relationship | need to address?




What areas can | affirm my son in? Where is he improving? Growing? Demonstrating signs of manhood? Working hard?

Where is he struggling?

What does he need from me?

1 REVIEW Wins: What can we celebrate from last quarter? (What worked, didn’t work? What will you keep? Improve?)

2 ASSESS Status: How are things going? (words I'd use to describe my relationship with my son would be ___)

% IDENTIFY Challenges / Opportunities: The most important thing to address is:

A4 PLAN Success: | will win by:
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QUARTERLY STRONGER MAN PLAN (contp)

Questions to Ask
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How will I encourage my son this quarter?

Where / who is my son serving?

How will he serve / prioritize the Church?

What input does his mom have | need to listen to?

What struggle could | share with him and ask for prayer about?

Where could | include him more in my profession / life?

How could | give him more responsibility? What could | put him
in charge of around the house?

Where am | or my wife doing something for him that he should
be doing for himself?

What do | need to help him start thinking about for the future?

What's his next big starting line we should be preparing
for / working towards / praying about? (driving, job, sports,
graduation, girl friend, college, big purchase, marriage, etc)

What'’s his next leadership challenge? Where is he leading his
peers? How could | help with that?

What do we enjoy doing together? How can | find a way to do
more of that with him?

Something cool we did:

Something I’'m proud of him for completing
/ being / doing:

One way | see God’s grace in my son’s life
is:




Role Focus:

Virtues Focus: )

Skill Focus:

Word for the Quarter / Year:

Area of Focus Challenge

Plan

Reward

Spiritual

Intellectual

Physical

Vocational

Financial

Relational

Big Adventure (what big adventure will we go on?)

Next Tool to give him

Major Life Events to celebrate (birthday, crossroads)

Key Mentors

Friends
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QUARTERLY STRONGER MAN PLAN (contp)

Role Focus:

Virtues Focus:

Skill Focus:

Word for the Quarter / Year:

Dream Big (Space of Unlimited Possibilities)

APRIL 2026
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
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important events, and big adventures you schedule with your son.
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AS A MAN, | WILL ANSWER THE CALL TO
PROTECT, PROVIDE, LEAD AND LOVE
IN THE SERVICE OF OTHERS
NO MATTER THE COST TO MYSELF




